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This report summarizes the impact of 
maltreatment on infants and 
adolescents.  In infants, maltreatment 
can result in persistent fear 
responses, hyperarousal, dissociation, 
and a disrupted attachment process.   

In adolescents, maltreatment can 
result in the underdevelopment of the 
portion of the brain that deals with 
executive functioning and hyper 
development of the portion of the 
brain that deals with survival instincts, 
resulting in increased impulsive 
behavior.   

Children who have been maltreated 
are also at a greater risk to develop, 
as both children and adults, 
depression, irritability in the limbic 
system, dissociative disorders, 
memory impairments, and ADHD.  

To retrieve the article, 
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Individuals without medical knowledge 
and physicians without expertise 
expect physical evidence to support a 
claim of penetrating trauma in sexual 
abuse cases.  This study is helpful to 
understand that vaginal penetration 
(established in the study by 
subsequent pregnancy) generally 
does not result in observable evidence 
of healed injury.  “Normal” or non-
specific findings by the clinician on 
examination should not be 
misinterpreted as meaning “nothing 
happened.”  Once professionals 
understand that a lack of diagnostic 
clinical findings is expected, the 
proper focus is on the importance of 
the child’s reports. 
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