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Background 
 
At the 2011 Pennsylvania State Roundtable, discussions began regarding the need to 
provide educational opportunities and support to all judicial officers including Hearing 
Officers.  To aid in this SRT goal the Hearing Officer Education Workgroup, originally co-
chaired by the Honorable Carol Van Horn, Court of Common Pleas of Franklin/Fulton 
Counties and the Honorable Albert Masland, Court of Common Pleas of Cumberland 
County, was convened and asked to develop educational sessions for Hearing Officers. 
 
Since its convening, the Hearing Officer Education Workgroup has organized 7 educational 
sessions for Hearing Officers, including the educational session held September 14, 2016, 
found in the “updates and progress” section of this report.  The contents of previous 
educational sessions were as follows: 
 

Date of Educational Session Content Material Presented 
November 9, 2011 (Initial Session) • Pennsylvania Dependency 

Benchbook 
• Courtroom Management 
• Ethical Considerations  
• Engaging Families in the Courtroom 
• Practice Tips for Each Hearing Type 

September 3, 2013 • Safety Assessment and Planning 
• Act 55, Family Finding 
• Safety Analysis of Family Finding 

September 3, 2014 • Grief, Loss and Trauma 
• Using Kinship to Reduce Grief, 

Loss and Trauma 
• De-Escalation in the Workplace 
• Case Law Update 

April 22, 2015 • Achieving Permanency:  
Compliance versus Progress 

• A Broad View:  Hearing Officer 
Practices Across the State 

• Case Law Update 
September 9, 2015 • Serving Older Youth 

• A Broad View:  Hearing Officer 
Practices Across the State 

• Motivational Interviewing 
• Standards of Practice for Parent 

Attorneys, Guardian ad Litem and 
Legal Counsel 

• Case Law Update 
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April 26, 2016 • Interstate Compact on the 
Placement of Children (ICPC) 

• Act 55 Family Finding:  Leading 
from the Bench 

• Case Law Update 
 
 
Under the leadership of the Workgroup’s current Chairperson, the Honorable Joy Reynolds 
McCoy Hearing Officer participation in educational sessions has dramatically increased.    
In addition to increased attendance at the sessions listed above, Hearing Officer attendance 
at the Children’s Roundtable Summit has more than doubled from 16 in 2013 to 37 in 2015.   
 
Progress and Update on Approved 2016 State Roundtable 
Recommendations  
 
Throughout the past year, the Hearing Officer Workgroup organized a fall education 
session, which was held on September 14, 2016.  In addition, progress or completion was 
made on all additional 2016 recommendations, presented in further detail throughout this 
section. 
 

1. Approve the creation of a private Hearing Officer directory on the Office of 
Children and Families in the Courts website 

 
Over the past year, a directory was created by the Office of Children and Families in the 
Courts.  This directory allows Hearing Officers the opportunity to network and provide 
support to one another.  The directory is housed on the Hearing Officer webpage of the 
Office of Children and Families in the Courts website.  Active Hearing Officers will be 
provided a password to access the directory following the 2017 State Roundtable.   
 

2. Ongoing development of semi-annual training for Hearing Officers, with 
permission to provide these trainings anytime throughout the year at a central 
training site 

 
On September 14, 2016, an educational session was held at the Sheraton 
Harrisburg/Hershey Hotel, Harrisburg, PA.  There were 45 Hearing Officers in attendance.  
The session was a full day and included the following topics: 
 

• Child Welfare 101 
• Rules of Evidence in Dependency Proceedings 
• CPCMS and Court Observation 
• Truancy:  A Call to Action 
• Case Law Update 
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• Understanding Age and Developmentally Appropriate Activities, Prudent Parenting 
and APPLA 

 
The following faculty dedicated their time, knowledge and passion to the topics of the 
session: 
 
Honorable Joy Reynolds McCoy, Court of Common Pleas of Lycoming County 
Honorable Michael H. Sholley, Court of Common Pleas of Snyder and Union Counties 
Honorable Marc Lovecchio, Court of Common Pleas of Lycoming County 
Cindi Horshaw, Office of Children, Youth and Families, Department of Human Services 
Clay Cauley, Esquire, Hearing Officer, Chester County  
Kate Cramer Lawrence, Esquire, Hearing Officer, Cumberland County 
Matthew Salvatori, Director, Lycoming County Children and Youth Services 
 
Lynne Napoleon, Judicial Analyst, Office of Children and Families in the Courts 
Angela Sager, Judicial Analyst, Office of Children and Families in the Courts 
 
Participation evaluation results showed an overall rating of 4.4/5.0 and an overall material 
relevancy of 4.7/5.0.  Some participants asked for future education sessions to focus on 
Rules of Juvenile Court Procedure, Safety Assessment and Planning, Child Protective 
Services Law and Child/Adolescent Development.  A complete overview of the evaluation 
can be found in APPENDIX I.  
 
On July 13, 2015, the Supreme Court signed an Order approving the modification to 
Juvenile Court Procedural Rule 1182 (Qualifications of a Master in Dependency 
Proceedings). The Order becomes effective August 1, 2017.  In place of a spring education 
session, all currently practicing Dependency Juvenile Court Hearing Officers will attend a 
mandatory 6-hour education session on June 6, 2017.  The required topics for this education 
session, being convened by the Office of Children and Families in the Courts, include: 
 

• Juvenile Act; 
• Pennsylvania Rules of Juvenile Court Procedure; 
• Child Protective Services Law; 
• Evidence, Rules and Methodology; and 
• Child and Adolescent Development. 

 
The rule also requires ongoing continuing education for Juvenile Court Hearing Officers.  A 
copy of Rule1182 can be found in APPENDIX II.  The Workgroup will continue to offer 
semi-annual Juvenile Court Hearing Officer Education Sessions for 2017-2018. 
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3. Encourage Judges, Hearing Officers and the Office of Children and Families in 
the Courts to use the title “Hearing Officer” when referring to attorneys 
presiding over dependency cases 

 
On April 6, 2017, a Supreme Court Order was signed amending the use of the term 
“Master” to describe an attorney’s role when hearing cases in dependency proceedings to 
“Juvenile Court Hearing Officer.” (JCHO)  The following rule amendments were made to 
reflect this change: 
 

“IT IS ORDERED pursuant to Article V, Section 10 of the Constitution of Pennsylvania 
that Rules 120, 127, 140, 160, 166, 182, 185, 187, 190, 191, 192, 243, 512, 800, 1120, 1127, 
1154, 1166, 1182, 1185, 1187, 1190, 1191, 1243, 1342, 1512, 1608, 1610, 1635, and 1800 of the 
Pennsylvania Rules of Juvenile Court Procedure are amended in the attached form.” 
 
A complete copy of the signed order and rule text can be found in APPENDIX III. 
 

4. Continue to explore the creation of an Association or means for Hearing Officers 
to network 

 

Over the past year, Workgroup member, Michelle C. Kahan, Esquire, Hearing Officer York 
County, continued to work on the creation of an Association for Hearing Officers.  To date, 
Juvenile Court Hearing Officer Kahan has created a mission statement and bylaws. These 
documents were reviewed by the Workgroup and some changes were made. It was decided 
that the Association should be filed under the IRS - Business League 501(c)(6). The 
Workgroup recommended gauging the level of interest in creating an Association with the 
other Hearing Officers across the state.  JCHO Kahan said the purpose of the Association 
would be to provide one voice as a representation from Hearing Officers, unification of 
procedures following training opportunities, and as a webpage/newsletter for Hearing 
Officers.   The Workgroup believes that the ongoing creation of an Association can continue 
independent of the Workgroup and that this charge is exhausted.  Forward development of 
an Association would continue without input of the Workgroup, the SRT or the OCFC. 

Assist in the development of any initial and continuing education training requirements, 
for current Hearing Officers presiding over dependency cases, as a result of rule 1182 of 
the Rules of Juvenile Court Procedural Rules 

Although the required education training to meet rule 1182 must be convened by the Office 
of Children and Families in the Courts, Workgroup members provided content 
recommendations on October 17, 2016, December 12, 2016 and March 30, 2017, specific to 
delivery of required content, advanced material and real-life case scenarios experienced in 
the courtroom.  Workgroup Co-chairperson, the Honorable Joy Reynolds McCoy, will also 
be a faculty member for the required June 6, 2017 training. 
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The Hearing Officer Education Workgroup respectfully submits to the Pennsylvania State 
Roundtable the following recommendations: 
 

1. Ongoing development of semi-annual training for Juvenile Court Hearing Officers, 
with permission to provide these trainings anytime throughout the year at a central 
training site; and 

2. Develop an “Introduction Guide to Dependency” for newly appointed Juvenile Court 
Hearing Officers. 
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APPENDIX I  
 

Hearing Officer Education Session September 14, 2016 
 
 

 
What is your overall evaluation of the training? 

 

 
4.4 

 
How relevant was the information presented? 

 

 
4.7 

How satisfied were you with the following sessions:  
 

Child Welfare 101 
 

 
4.2 

 
Rules of Evidence in Dependency Proceedings 

 

 
4.5 

 
CPCMS and Court Observation 

 

 
4.3 

 
Truancy:  A Call to Action 

 

 
4.2 

 
Case Law Update 

 
4.4 

 
 

Understanding Age and Developmentally Appropriate 
Activities, Prudent Parenting and APPLA 

 
4.6 

 
 
 What would you like to know more about in regards to the follow? 
 
Juvenile Act 
    

• Safety Planning and due process 
 
Child Protective Service Law  
 

• Intersect of CCBH rules and how that affects placements 
• Are Hearing Officers mandated reporters 
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PA Rules of Juvenile Court Procedure 
 

• Use of shelter versus motion to modify disposition of a dependent child 
 
Evidence Rules and Methodology 
 

• More case law 
• Standards for Permanency Hearings 
• Working with teenagers who abscond  

 
Child and Adolescent Development 
 

• Transgender Youth 
• Effects of trauma on development 
• Effects of both parental and youth drug use on development 

 
 
Additional Comments: 
 

• Delivery of the June training in “mock hearing” form would be helpful 
• Common mistakes made at each hearing 
• Intersect of the Juvenile Act and Child Protective Service Law 
• Solid review of recent changes to the law 
• Multiple requests for ethics credits at future trainings 
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APPENDIX 2 

 

Explanatory Report 
July 2015 

Modifications have been made to clarify that new Rules 182 and 1182 were 
not intended to be drafted as a prospective requirement but a requirement applying 
to all masters, including current masters. To accommodate any confusion caused by 
these rules, the new rules are now effective August 1 2017*  
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IN THE SUPREME COURT OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN RE:NO. 668 

ORDER AMENDING RULES 182 ANDSUPREME COURT RULES 

1 182 OF THE RULES OF JUVENILE 

COURT PROCEDUREDOCKET 

ORDER 

PER CURIAM 

AND NOW, this 13th day of July, 2015, upon the recommendation of the 
Juvenile Court Procedural Rules Committee, the proposal having been submitted 
without publication pursuant to Pa.R.J.A. No. 103(a)(3): 

IT IS ORDERED pursuant to Article V, Section 10 of the Constitution of 
Pennsylvania that the modifications to Rules 182 and 1182 of the Rules of Juvenile 
Court Procedure are approved in the attached form. 

This ORDER shall be processed in accordance with Pa.R.J.A. No. 103(b), and 
shall be effective August 1, 2017. 
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Additions to the rule are shown in bold and are underlined. 
Deletions from the rule are shown in bold and brackets. 

RULES OF JUVENILE COURT PROCEDURE 
DELINQUENCY MATTERS 

Table of Rules 

CHAPTER 1 

PART D 

MASTERS 

182. Qualifications of Master 
185. Appointment to Cases 
187. Authority of Master 

190. Admissions Before Master 

191. Master's Findings and Recommendation to the Judge 

192. Challenge to Master's Recommendation 
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RULE 182. QUALIFICATIONS OF MASTER 

A. Education, Experience, and Training. To [be eligible to be appointed as 
a master to] preside as a master over cases governed by the Juvenile 
Act, 42 Pa.CS. S 6301 et seq., an individual shall: 

1) be a member, in good standing, of the bar of this Commonwealth; 

2) have been licensed to practice law for at least five consecutive years; 
and 

3) have completed six hours of instruction, approved by the Pennsylvania 
Continuing Legal Education Board prior to hearing cases, which 
specifically addresses all of the following topics: 

a) the Juvenile Act; 

b) the Pennsylvania Rules of Juvenile Court Procedure; 

c) the penal laws of Pennsylvania; 

d) the Child Protective Services Law; 

e) evidence rules and methodology; 

f) child and adolescent development; and 

g) the collateral consequences of an adjudication of delinquency. 

B. Continuing Education. Upon meetinq the requirements of paraqraph 

[Ala master shall thereafter complete six hours of instruction 
from a course(s) designed by the Juvenile Court Judges' Commission, in 
juvenile delinquency law, policy, or related social science research every 
two years [from the initial appointment as master]. 

C. Compliance. 

1) A master shall sign an affidavit attesting that he or she has met the 
requirements of this rule. 
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2) Prior to [appointmentlp.ce§i.djn.g as a master, the attorney shall send 
the affidavit [shall be sent] to the President Judge or his or her designee 
of each judicial district where the attorney is seeking [appointment]to 
preside as a master. 

3) After submission of the initial affidavit pursuant to paragraph (C)(2), 
masters shall submit a new affidavit every two years attesting that the 
continuing education requirements of paragraph (B) have been met. 

COMMENT 
Pursuant to paragraphs (A)(l) & (2), masters are to be in good standing and have at least five 

consecutive years of experience as an attorney. It is best practice to have at least two years of 
experience in juvenile law. 

Pursuant to paragraph (A)(3), the initial training program(s) is to be approved by the 
Pennsylvania Continuing Legal Education Board (Board). The program may be one course or 
multiple courses with at least six hours of instruction, equivalent to at least six CLE credits. When 
the Board is approving courses designed to address the requirements of this rule, it should consult 
with the Juvenile Court Judges' Commission to ensure proper course requirements are being met. 
Additionally, for this initial training course(s), training already provided by the Juvenile Court Judges' 
Commission or the Office of Children and Families in the Courts may meet the requirements of this 
Rule. 

For continuing education under paragraph (B), masters are to attend six hours of instruction 
from a course or multiple courses designed by the Juvenile Court Judges' Commission. This is to 
ensure uniform training among masters. 

These requirements are additional requirements to the Pa.R.C.L.E. because they mandate specific 
training in juvenile delinquency law. However, the credit hours received do count towards the total 
maximum required under Pa.R,C.L.E. 105. 

Pursuant to paragraph (C), a master is to certify to the court that the requirements of 
this rule have been met prior to [the appointmentlp.tgsjdigg as a master, and submit new 
affidavits every two years thereafter. 

Official Note: Rule 182 adopted September 11, 2014, amended July 13, 2015, effective 
[October 1, 20161 August 1, 2017. 

Committee Explanatoty Reports: 

Final Report explaining the provisions of Rule 182 published with the Court's Order at 44 Pa.B. 6087 
(September 27, 2014). Final Re ort ex lainin the amendments to Rule 182 ublished with the Court's 
Order at - Pa.B. - 

DEPENDENCY MATTERS 

CHAPTER 11 
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PART D 

MASTERS 

1 182. Qualifications of Master 
1 185. Appointment to Cases 
1 187. Authority of Master 
1 190. Stipulations Before Master 
1 191 . Master's Findings and Recommendation to the Judge  
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RULE 1182. QUALIFICATIONS OF MASTER 

A. Education, Experience, and Training. To [be eligible to be appointed as 
a master to] preside as a master over cases governed by the Juvenile 
Act, 42 Pa.C.S. S 6301 et seq., an individual shall: 

1) be a member, in good standing, of the bar of this Commonwealth; 

2) have been licensed to practice law for at least five consecutive years; 
and 

3) have completed six hours of instruction, approved by the Pennsylvania 
Continuing Legal Education Board prior to hearing cases, which 
specifically addresses all of the following topics: 

a the Juvenile Act; 

b the Pennsylvania Rules of Juvenile Court Procedure; 

c the Child Protective Services Law; 

d evidence rules and methodology; and 

e child and adolescent development. 

B. Continuing Education. Upon meetinq the requirements of paraqraph (A)(3), 
[Ala master shall thereafter complete six hours of instruction from a 
course(s) designed by the Office of Children and Families in the Courts, in 
juvenile dependency law, policy, or related social science research every 
two years [from the initial appointment as master]. 

C. Compliance. 

1) A master shall sign an affidavit attesting that he or she has met the 
requirements of this rule. 

2) Prior to [appointment]presidinq as a master, the send the 
affidavit [shall be sent] to the President Judge or his or her designee of 
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each judicial district where the attorney is seeking [appointment]to 
preside as a master. 

3) After submission of the initial affidavit pursuant to paragraph (C)(2), masters 
shall submit a new affidavit every two years attesting that the continuing 
education requirements of paragraph (B) have been met. 

Comment 
Pursuant to paragraphs (A)(l) & (2), masters are to be in good standing and have at least five 

consecutive years of experience as an attorney. It is best practice to have at least two years of 
experience in juvenile law. 

Pursuant to paragraph (A)(3), the initial training program(s) is to be approved by the 
Pennsylvania Continuing Legal Education Board (Board). The program may be one course or 
multiple courses with at least six hours of instruction, equivalent to at least six CLE credits. When 
the Board is approving courses designed to address the requirements of this rule, it should consult 
with the Office of Children and Families in the Courts to ensure proper course requirements are 
being met. Additionally, for this initial training course(s), training already provided by the Office of 
Children and Families in the Courts or the Juvenile Court Judges' Commission may meet the 
requirements of this Rule. 

For continuing education under paragraph (B), masters are to attend six hours of 
instruction from a course or multiple courses designed by the Office of Children and Families in the 
Courts. This is to ensure uniform training among masters. 

These requirements are additional requirements to the Pa.R.C.L.E. because they mandate specific 
training in juvenile dependency law. However, the credit hours received do count towards the total 
maximum required under Pa.R.C.L.E. 105. 

Pursuant to paragraph (C), a master is to certify to the court that the requirements of this rule 
have been met prior to [the as a master, and submit new affidavits every two 
years thereafter. 

Official Note: Rule 1182 adopted September 11, 2014, amended July 13, 2015, effective 
[October 1, 2016] Auqust 1. 2017. 

Committee Explanatory Repotts: 

Final Report explaining the provisions of Rule 1182 published with the Court's Order at 44 Pa.B. 
6087 (September 27, 2014). Final Renort explaining the amendments to Rule 1182 published with 
the Court's Order at - Pa.B. - - . 
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APPENDIX 3 
 

IN THE SUPREME COURT OF PENNSYLVANIA 
 
 

IN RE: 
 

ORDER AMENDING RULES 120, 
127, 140, 160, 166, 182, 185, 187, 
190, 191, 192, 243, 512, 800, 1120, 
1127, 1154, 1166, 1182, 1185, 
1187, 1190, 1191, 1243, 1342, 
1512, 1608, 1610, 1635, AND 1800 
OF THE PENNSYLVANIA 
RULES OF JUVENILE COURT 
PROCEDURE  

 

: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 

NO.  
 

SUPREME COURT RULES 
 

DOCKET  

 
ORDER 

 
 
PER CURIAM 
 

AND NOW, this 6th day of April, 2017, upon the recommendation of the Juvenile 
Court Procedural Rules Committee, the proposal having been published for public 
comment at 42 Pa.B 5480 (August 25, 2012):  

 
IT IS ORDERED pursuant to Article V, Section 10 of the Constitution of 

Pennsylvania that Rules 120, 127, 140, 160, 166, 182, 185, 187, 190, 191, 192, 243, 
512, 800, 1120, 1127, 1154, 1166, 1182, 1185, 1187, 1190, 1191, 1243, 1342, 1512, 
1608, 1610, 1635, and 1800 of the Pennsylvania Rules of Juvenile Court Procedure are 
amended in the attached form. 

 
This ORDER shall be processed in accordance with Pa.R.J.A. No. 103(b), and 

shall be effective on September 1, 2017. 
 
 

Additions to the rule are shown in bold and are underlined. 
Deletions from the rule are shown in bold and brackets. 
 
 

17



APPENDIX 3 
 

  RULES OF JUVENILE COURT PROCEDURE 
 

DELINQUENCY MATTERS 
 

* * * 
 

PART D 
 [MASTERS]JUVENILE COURT HEARING OFFICERS 

 
182. Qualifications of [Master]Juvenile Court Hearing Officer 
185.   Appointment to Cases  
187. Authority of [Master]Juvenile Court Hearing Officer 
190. Admissions Before [Master]Juvenile Court Hearing Officer 
191. [Master’s]Juvenile Court Hearing Officer's Findings and Recommendation to 

the Judge 
192. Challenge to [Master’s]Juvenile Court Hearing Officer’s Recommendation 

 
* * * 

 
DEPENDENCY MATTERS 

 
* * * 

 
PART D 

[MASTERS]JUVENILE COURT HEARING OFFICERS 
 

1182.  Qualifications of [Master]Juvenile Court Hearing Officer 
1185.  Appointment to Cases  
1187. Authority of [Master]Juvenile Court Hearing Officer 
1190. Stipulations Before [Master]Juvenile Court Hearing Officer 
1191. [Master’s]Juvenile Court Hearing Officer's Findings and Recommendation to 

the Judge 
 

* * * 
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RULE 120.  DEFINITIONS 
 

* * * 
 
COURT is the Court of Common Pleas, a court of record, which is assigned to 

hear juvenile delinquency matters.  Court shall include [masters]juvenile court 
hearing officers when they are permitted to hear cases under these rules and 
magisterial district judges when issuing an arrest warrant pursuant to Rule 210.  
Juvenile Court shall have the same meaning as Court. 

 
* * * 

JUVENILE is a person who has attained ten years of age and is not yet twenty-
one years of age who is alleged to have, upon or after the juvenile’s tenth birthday, 
committed a delinquent act before reaching eighteen years of age or who is alleged to 
have violated the terms of juvenile probation prior to termination of juvenile court 
supervision. 

 
JUVENILE COURT HEARING OFFICER is an attorney with delegated 

authority to preside over and make recommendations for delinquency matters.  
Juvenile court hearing officer has the same meaning as master as used pursuant 
to 42 Pa.C.S. § 6301 et seq.  

  
 

* * * 
 

[MASTER is an attorney with delegated authority to hear and make 
recommendations for juvenile delinquency matters.  Master has the same 
meaning as hearing officer.] 

 
* * * 

 
COMMENT 

 
* * * 

 
Under the term “court,” to determine if [masters]juvenile court hearing officers 

are permitted to hear cases, see Rule 187.  See Rule 210 for the power of magisterial 
district judges to issue arrest warrants. 

 
* * * 

 
The term “judge” refers to a judge of the Court of Common Pleas, including 

senior judges when they are properly certified.  It does not include [masters]juvenile 
court hearing officers or magisterial district judges.  Magisterial district judges, 
however, are included within the definition of “court” when they have the power to issue 
arrest warrants pursuant to Rule 210.  See discussion supra under definition of “court.”  

19



 

  3 

Arrest warrants are distinguished from bench warrants pursuant to Rules 140 and 141.  
Only judges of the Court of Common Pleas may issue bench warrants if the juvenile: 1) 
fails to appear at a hearing; or 2) absconds from the court’s supervision. 

* * * 

Official Note: 

* * * 

Amended April 6, 2017, effective September 1, 2017. 

Committee Explanatory Reports: 

* * * 

Final Report explaining the amendments to Rule 120 published with the 
Court’s Order at - Pa.B. - (-). 
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RULE 127.  RECORDING AND TRANSCRIBING JUVENILE COURT PROCEEDINGS 
 
A. Recording.  There shall be a recording of all juvenile delinquency proceedings, 

including proceedings conducted by [masters]juvenile court hearing officers, 
except as provided in Rule 242(B)(2). 

 
* * * 

COMMENT 

* * * 

The rule is intended to apply to all juvenile delinquency proceedings and to 
ensure all proceedings are recorded, including proceedings before [masters]juvenile 
court hearing officers, with the exception of detention hearings.   

* * * 
Official Note:  

* * * 
Amended April 6, 2017, effective September 1, 2017. 
 

Committee Explanatory Reports: 
* * * 

Final Report explaining the amendments to Rule 127 published with the 
Court’s Order at - Pa.B. - (-). 
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RULE  140 .  BENCH WARRANTS FOR FAILURE TO APPEAR AT HEARINGS 
 

* * * 
C. Juvenile.   
 

1) Where to take the juvenile.   
 

a) When a juvenile is taken into custody pursuant to a bench warrant, the 
juvenile shall be taken without unnecessary delay to the judge who 
issued the warrant or a judge or [master]juvenile court hearing 
officer designated by the President Judge to hear bench warrants. 

 
b) If the juvenile is not brought before a judge or [master]juvenile court 

hearing officer, the juvenile shall be released unless: 
 

* * * 
2) Prompt hearing.   
 

a) If a juvenile is detained, the juvenile shall be brought before the judge 
who issued the warrant, a judge or [master]juvenile court hearing 
officer designated by the President Judge to hear bench warrants, or 
an out-of-county judge or [master]juvenile court hearing officer 
pursuant to paragraph (C)(4) within seventy-two hours.   

 
b) If the juvenile is not brought before a judge or [master]juvenile court 

hearing officer within this time, the juvenile shall be released.   
 

* * * 
4) Out-of-county custody.   
 

* * * 
 
c) If transportation cannot be arranged immediately, then the juvenile 

shall be taken without unnecessary delay to a judge or 
[master]juvenile court hearing officer of the county where the 
juvenile is found.   

 
d) The judge or [master]juvenile court hearing officer will identify the 

juvenile as the subject of the warrant, decide whether detention is 
warranted, and order or recommend that arrangements be made to 
transport the juvenile to the county of issuance.   

 
* * * 

D. Witnesses. 
   

1) Where to take the witness.   
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  6 

 
a) When a witness is taken into custody pursuant to a bench warrant, the 

witness shall be taken without unnecessary delay to the judge who 
issued the warrant or a judge or [master]juvenile court hearing 
officer designated by the President Judge to hear bench warrants. 

 
b) If the witness is not brought before a judge or [master]juvenile court 

hearing officer, the witness shall be released unless the warrant 
specifically orders detention of the witness. 

 
c) A motion for detention as a witness may be filed anytime before or 

after the issuance of a bench warrant.  The judge may order or the 
[master]juvenile court hearing officer may recommend detention of 
the witness pending a hearing. 

 
* * * 

 
2) Prompt hearing.   
 

a) If a witness is detained pursuant to paragraph (D)(1)(c) or brought 
back to the county of issuance pursuant to paragraph (D)(4)(f), the 
witness shall be brought before the judge or [master]juvenile court 
hearing officer by the next business day.   

 
b) If the witness is not brought before a judge or [master]juvenile court 

hearing officer within this time, the witness shall be released.   
   

 
* * * 

4) Out-of-county custody.   
 

* * * 
b) The witness shall be taken without unnecessary delay and within the 

next business day to a judge or [master]juvenile court hearing 
officer of the county where the witness is found.   

 
c) The judge or [master]juvenile court hearing officer will identify the 

witness as the subject of the warrant, decide whether detention as a 
witness is warranted, and order or recommend that arrangements be 
made to transport the witness to the county of issuance.   

 
* * * 

F. Return & execution of the warrant for juveniles and witnesses.   
 

* * * 
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2) The bench warrant shall be returned to the judge who issued the warrant or to 
the judge or [master]juvenile court hearing officer designated by the 
President Judge to hear bench warrants.   
  

 * * * 

COMMENT 

* * * 

Pursuant to paragraph (C)(1)(a), the juvenile is to be taken immediately to the 
judge who issued the bench warrant or a judge or [master]juvenile court hearing 
officer designated by the President Judge of that county to hear bench warrants.  This 
provision allows the judge or [master]juvenile court hearing officer the discretion to 
postpone a hearing, for example, the adjudicatory hearing, until later in the same day 
while the police officer, sheriff, or juvenile probation officer retrieves the juvenile.  If 
taken into custody on the same day, the juvenile is to be brought immediately before the 
court for the hearing.  However, pursuant to paragraph (C)(1)(b), if a bench warrant 
specifically provides that the juvenile may be detained in a detention facility, or there are 
circumstances apparent at the time of the surrender or apprehension that merit 
detention of the juvenile, the juvenile may be detained without having to be brought 
before the judge or [master]juvenile court hearing officer until a hearing within 
seventy-two hours under paragraph (C)(2)(a).  The juvenile is not to languish in a 
detention facility.  Pursuant to this paragraph, if a hearing is not held promptly, the 
juvenile is to be released.  See paragraph (C)(2)(b).   

At the seventy-two hour hearing, the judge or [master]juvenile court hearing 
officer may determine that the juvenile willfully failed to appear and may continue the 
detention of the juvenile until the rescheduled hearing.  If the juvenile is detained, the 
rescheduled hearing is governed by the time requirements provided elsewhere in these 
rules.  See Rules 240, 391, 404, 510 and 605.   

Under paragraphs (C)(2) and (C)(4), a juvenile taken into custody pursuant to a 
bench warrant is to have a hearing within seventy-two hours regardless of where the 
juvenile is found.  See Rule 240(C). 

* * * 

Pursuant to paragraph (D)(1)(a), the witness is to be taken immediately to the 
judge who issued the bench warrant or a judge or [master]juvenile court hearing 
officer designated by the President Judge of that county to hear bench warrants.  This 
provision allows the judge or [master]juvenile court hearing officer the discretion to 
postpone a hearing, for example, an adjudicatory hearing, until later in the same day 
while the police officer, sheriff, or juvenile probation officer retrieves the witness.  The 
witness is to be brought immediately before the court for the hearing.  However, 
pursuant to paragraph (D)(1)(b), if the judge or [master]juvenile court hearing officer 
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is not available, the witness is to be released immediately unless the warrant specifically 
orders detention.  Pursuant to paragraph (D)(1)(c), a motion for detention as a witness 
may be filed.  If the witness is detained, a prompt hearing pursuant to paragraph (D)(2) 
is to be held by the next business day or the witness is to be released.  See paragraph 
(D)(2)(b). 

At the hearing pursuant to paragraph (D)(2)(a), the judge or [master]juvenile 
court hearing officer may determine that the witness willfully failed to appear and find 
or recommend that the witness is in contempt of court, or that the witness is in need of 
protective custody.  If the judge or [master]juvenile court hearing officer has made 
one of these findings, the judge may continue the detention of the witness until the 
rescheduled hearing.  The judge or [master]juvenile court hearing officer should 
schedule the hearing as soon as possible.  In any event, if the witness is detained, the 
rescheduled hearing must be conducted by the specific time requirements provided 
elsewhere in these rules.  See Rules 240, 391, 404, 510 and 605.   

Pursuant to paragraph (D)(4)(b), a witness is to be brought before an out-of-
county judge or [master]juvenile court hearing officer by the next business day 
unless the witness can be brought before the judge who issued the bench warrant 
within this time.  When the witness is transported back to the county of issuance within 
seventy-two hours of the execution of the bench warrant, the witness is to be brought 
before the court by the next business day.  See paragraph (D)(4)(f). 

Pursuant to paragraph (F)(2), the bench warrant is to be returned to the judge 
who issued the warrant or to the judge or [master]juvenile court hearing officer 
designated by the President Judge to hear warrants by the arresting officer executing a 
return of warrant.  See paragraph (F)(3). 

* * * 

If there is a bench warrant issued, [masters]juvenile court hearing officers 
may hear cases in which the petition alleges only misdemeanors.  See Rule 187(A)(2) 
and (3).  The purpose of the hearing for juveniles pursuant to paragraph (C)(2)(a) or the 
hearing for witnesses pursuant to paragraph (D)(2)(a) is to determine if the juvenile or 
witness willfully failed to appear and if continued detention is necessary.   

Pursuant to Rule 191, the [master]juvenile court hearing officer is to submit 
his or her findings and recommendation to the court.  In bench warrant cases, the 
[master]juvenile court hearing officer should immediately take his or her 
recommendation to the judge so the judge can make the final determination of whether 
the juvenile or witness should be released.  See Rule 191(C).   

If the findings and recommendation are not taken immediately to the judge, the 
[master]juvenile court hearing officer is to submit the recommendation within one 
business day.  See Rule 191(B).   

Official Note:  
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* * * 

Amended April 6, 2017, effective September 1, 2017. 

Committee Explanatory Reports: 

* * * 

Final Report explaining the amendments to Rule 140 published with the 
Court’s Order at - Pa.B. - (-). 
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RULE 160.  INSPECTING, COPYING, AND DISSEMINATING THE OFFICIAL COURT 
RECORD  

 
A. Inspecting.  The official court record is only open to inspection by: 
 

1) the judges, [masters]juvenile court hearing officers, juvenile probation 
officers, and staff of the court; 

* * * 

Official Note:  

* * * 

Amended April 6, 2017, effective September 1, 2017. 

Committee Explanatory Reports: 

* * * 

Final Report explaining the amendments to Rule 160 published with the 
Court’s Order at - Pa.B. - (-). 
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RULE 166.  MAINTAINING RECORDS IN THE CLERK OF COURTS  

* * * 

COMMENT 

* * * 

The list of docket entries is a running record of all information related to any 
action in a juvenile case in the court of common pleas of the clerk's county, such as 
dates of filings, of orders, and of court proceedings, including hearings conducted by 
[masters]juvenile court hearing officers.  Nothing in this rule is intended to preclude 
the use of automated or other electronic means for timestamping or making docket 
entries.  

This rule applies to all proceedings in the court of common pleas, including 
hearings conducted by [masters]juvenile court hearing officers, at any stage of the 
delinquency case. 

* * * 

Official Note:  

* * * 

Amended April 6, 2017, effective September 1, 2017. 

 

Committee Explanatory Reports: 

* * * 

Final Report explaining the amendments to Rule 166 published with the 
Court’s Order at - Pa.B. - (-). 
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PART D 
[MASTER]JUVENILE COURT HEARING OFFICER 

 
182. Qualifications of [Master]Juvenile Court Hearing Officer 
185.   Appointment to Cases  
187. Authority of [Master]Juvenile Court Hearing Officer 
190. Admissions Before [Master]Juvenile Court Hearing Officer 
191. [Master’s]Juvenile Court Hearing Officer's Findings and Recommendation to 

the Judge 
192. Challenge to [Master’s]Juvenile Court Hearing Officer’s Findings and 

Recommendation 
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RULE 182.    QUALIFICATIONS OF [MASTER]JUVENILE COURT HEARING 
OFFICER 

 
A.  Education, Experience, and Training.   To preside as a [master]juvenile court 

hearing officer over cases governed by the Juvenile Act, 42 Pa.C.S. § 6301 et seq., 
an individual shall: 

* * * 
B.  Continuing Education.  Upon meeting the requirements of paragraph (A)(3), a 

[master]juvenile court hearing officer shall thereafter complete six hours of 
instruction from a course(s) designed by the Juvenile Court Judges’ Commission, in 
juvenile delinquency law, policy, or related social science research every two years. 

 
C. Compliance.   
 

1) A [master]juvenile court hearing officer shall sign an affidavit attesting that 
he or she has met the requirements of this rule.   

 
2) Prior to presiding as a [master]juvenile court hearing officer, the attorney 

shall send the affidavit to the President Judge or his or her designee of each 
judicial district where the attorney is seeking to preside as a [master]juvenile 
court hearing officer.   

 
3) After submission of the initial affidavit pursuant to paragraph (C)(2), 

[masters]juvenile court hearing officers shall submit a new affidavit every 
two years attesting that the continuing education requirements of paragraph 
(B) have been met.   

 

COMMENT 

Pursuant to paragraphs (A)(1) & (2), [masters]juvenile court hearing 
officers are to be in good standing and have at least five consecutive years of 
experience as an attorney.  It is best practice to have at least two years of experience in 
juvenile law.     

* * * 

For continuing education under paragraph (B), [masters]juvenile court hearing 
officers are to attend six hours of instruction from a course or multiple courses 
designed by the Juvenile Court Judges’ Commission.  This is to ensure uniform training 
among [masters]juvenile court hearing officers.   

* * * 

Pursuant to paragraph (C), a [master]juvenile court hearing officer is to certify 
to the court that the requirements of this rule have been met prior to presiding as 
[master]a juvenile court hearing officer, and submit new affidavits every two years 
thereafter.   
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Official Note:  

* * * 

Amended April 6, 2017, effective September 1, 2017. 

Committee Explanatory Reports: 

* * * 

Final Report explaining the amendments to Rule 182 published with the 
Court’s Order at - Pa.B. - (-). 
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RULE 185.  APPOINTMENT TO CASES  

 
A. Appointment.  If necessary to assist the juvenile court judge, the president judge or 

his or her designee may appoint [masters]juvenile court hearing officers to hear 
designated juvenile delinquency matters.   

 
B. Prohibited practice.  [Masters]Juvenile court hearing officers shall not engage 

in practice before the juvenile court in the same judicial district where they preside 
over juvenile matters.  

* * * 

Official Note:  

* * * 

Amended April 6, 2017, effective September 1, 2017. 

Committee Explanatory Reports: 

* * * 

Final Report explaining the amendments to Rule 185 published with the 
Court’s Order at - Pa.B. - (-). 
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RULE 187.  AUTHORITY OF [MASTER]JUVENILE COURT HEARING OFFICER  
 
A. Cases to be heard by [Master]Juvenile Court Hearing Officer.   A 

[master]juvenile court hearing officer shall have the authority to preside over only 
the following: 

 
* * * 

B. No authority.  A [master]juvenile court hearing officer shall not have the 
authority to: 
 

* * * 
C. Right to hearing before judge.  Prior to the commencement of any proceeding, the 

[master]juvenile court hearing officer shall inform the juvenile, the juvenile's 
guardian(s), if present, the juvenile's attorney, and the attorney for the 
Commonwealth that the juvenile and the Commonwealth have a right to have the 
matter heard by a judge.  If the juvenile or the Commonwealth objects to having the 
matter heard by the [master]juvenile court hearing officer, the case shall proceed 
before the judge. 

 

COMMENT 

A [master’s]juvenile court hearing officer’s authority is limited under 
paragraph (A) to specifically those types of cases provided.  To implement this rule, 
Rule 800 suspends 42 Pa.C.S. § 6305(b) only to the extent that [masters]juvenile 
court hearing officers may not hear all classes of cases.   

Under paragraph (B)(2), nothing is intended to limit the [master’s]juvenile court 
hearing officer's ability, in a proper case before the [master]juvenile court hearing 
officer, to recommend to the court that a warrant be issued.  This includes arrest, 
bench, and search warrants. 

Concerning the provisions of paragraph (C), see 42 Pa.C.S. § 6305(b).   

See Rule 127 for recording of proceedings before a [master]juvenile court 
hearing officer. 

Official Note:  

* * * 

Amended April 6, 2017, effective September 1, 2017. 

Committee Explanatory Reports: 

* * * 
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Final Report explaining the amendments to Rule 187 published with the 
Court’s Order at - Pa.B. - (-). 
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RULE 190.  ADMISSIONS BEFORE [MASTER]JUVENILE COURT HEARING 
OFFICER    

 
A. Types of cases.  A [master]juvenile court hearing officer may accept an 

admission to any misdemeanor.  

* * * 

Official Note:  

* * * 

Amended April 6, 2017, effective September 1, 2017. 

 

Committee Explanatory Reports: 

Final Report explaining the amendments to Rule 190 published with the 
Court’s Order at - Pa.B. - (-). 
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RULE 191.  [MASTER’S]JUVENILE COURT HEARING OFFICER'S FINDINGS AND 
RECOMMENDATION TO THE JUDGE 

 
A. Announcement of Findings and Recommendation.  At the conclusion of the 

hearing, the [master]juvenile court hearing officer shall announce in open court 
on the record, the [master’s]juvenile court hearing officer’s findings and 
recommendation to the judge.     

 
B. Submission of Papers and Contents of Recommendation.  Within one business 

day, the [master]juvenile court hearing officer shall submit a summary of the 
recommendation to the juvenile court judge.  If requested, a copy of the summary  
shall be given to the juvenile's attorney, the juvenile, if unrepresented, the attorney 
for the Commonwealth, and the juvenile probation officer.  The summary shall 
specifically state a recommendation to the judge. 
 

C. Judicial Action.  The judge shall by order: 
 

* * * 
3) send the recommendation back to the [master]juvenile court hearing 

officer for more specific findings; or  
 

* * * 

COMMENT 

The juvenile court may promulgate a form for [masters]juvenile court hearing 
officers to use.  The summary of the recommendation may take the form of a court 
order to be adopted by the court.   

If a party contests the [master’s]juvenile court hearing officer's decision, the 
copy of the summary may be used as an attachment in a motion for a rehearing in front 
of the judge.  

The [master’s]juvenile court hearing officer's decision is subject to approval 
of the judge.  When the judge, in rejecting the [master’s]juvenile court hearing 
officer’s recommendation, modifies a factual determination, a rehearing is to be 
conducted.  The judge may reject the [master’s]juvenile court hearing officer's 
findings and enter a new finding or disposition without a rehearing if there is no 
modification of factual determinations.  See In re Perry, 459 A.2d 789 (Pa. Super.[ Ct.] 
1983).   The juvenile waives the right to complain of double jeopardy if the 
Commonwealth requests a rehearing before the judge.  See In re Stephens, 419 A.2d 
1244 (Pa. Super.[ Ct.] 1980).   

Nothing in this rule prohibits the court from modifying conclusions of law made by 
the [master]juvenile court hearing officer. 
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Official Note:  

* * * 

Amended April 6, 2017, effective September 1, 2017. 

Committee Explanatory Reports: 

* * * 

Final Report explaining the amendments to Rule 191 published with the 
Court’s Order at - Pa.B. - (-). 
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RULE 192.  CHALLENGE TO [MASTER’S]JUVENILE COURT HEARING OFFICER’S 
RECOMMENDATION 

 
A. Time limitation.  A party may challenge the [master’s]juvenile court hearing 

officer’s recommendation by filing a motion with the clerk of courts within three days 
of receipt of the recommendation.  The motion shall request a rehearing by the judge 
and aver reasons for the challenge. 

* * * 

Official Note:  

* * * 

Amended April 6, 2017, effective September 1, 2017. 

Committee Explanatory Reports: 

* * * 

Final Report explaining the amendments to Rule 192 published with the 
Court’s Order at - Pa.B. - (-). 
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RULE 243.  DETENTION REHEARINGS  
 

* * * 
C. Forum.  The judge, who heard the original detention hearing or adopted the findings 

of the [master]juvenile court hearing officer, shall hold the rehearing, unless the 
judge assigns the case to a [master]juvenile court hearing officer. 
  

COMMENT 

* * * 

Under paragraph (C), only a judge may hold a rehearing, unless the judge orders a 
[master]juvenile court hearing officer to hear the case. 

Official Note:  

* * * 

Amended April 6, 2017, effective September 1, 2017. 

Committee Explanatory Reports: 

* * * 

Final Report explaining the amendments to Rule 243 published with the 
Court’s Order at - Pa.B. - (-). 
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RULE 512.  DISPOSITIONAL HEARING  

* * * 

COMMENT 

* * * 

To the extent practicable, the judge or [master]juvenile court hearing officer 
that presided over the adjudicatory hearing for a juvenile should preside over the 
dispositional hearing for the same juvenile.   

* * * 

Official Note:  

* * * 

Amended April 6, 2017, effective September 1, 2017. 

Committee Explanatory Reports: 

* * * 

Final Report explaining the amendments to Rule 512 published with the 
Court’s Order at - Pa.B. - (-). 
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RULE 800. SUSPENSIONS OF ACTS OF ASSEMBLY 
 

* * * 
6) The Act of July 9, 1976, P.L. 586, No. 142, § 2, 42 Pa.C.S. § 6305(b), which 

provides that the court may direct hearings in any case or class or cases be 
conducted by the [master,]juvenile court hearing officer, formerly known 
as a “master,” is suspended only insofar as the Act is inconsistent with Rule 
187, which allows [masters]juvenile court hearing officers to hear only 
specific classes of cases. 

* * * 

Official Note:  

* * * 

Amended April 6, 2017, effective September 1, 2017. 

Committee Explanatory Reports: 

* * * 

Final Report explaining the amendments to Rule 800 published with the 
Court’s Order at - Pa.B. - (-). 
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DEPENDENCY MATTERS 

 
CHAPTER 11 

 
* * * 

 
PART D 

[MASTERS]JUVENILE COURT HEARING OFFICERS 
 

1182. Qualifications of [Master]Juvenile Court Hearing Officer 
1185. Appointment to Cases 
1187. Authority of [Master]Juvenile Court Hearing Officer 
1190.  Stipulations Before [Master]Juvenile Court Hearing Officer 
1191. [Master’s]Juvenile Court Hearing Officer’s Findings and Recommendation to 
the Judge 
 

* * * 
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RULE 1120.  DEFINITIONS 
 

* * * 
COURT is the Court of Common Pleas, a court of record, which is assigned to 

hear dependency matters.  Court shall include [masters]juvenile court hearing 
officers when they are permitted to hear cases under these rules.  Juvenile court shall 
have the same meaning as court. 

 
* * * 

 
JUVENILE COURT HEARING OFFICER is an attorney with delegated 

authority to preside over and make recommendations for dependency matters.  
Juvenile court hearing officer has the same meaning as master as used pursuant 
to 42 Pa.C.S. § 6301 et seq.  

 
* * * 

 
[MASTER is an attorney with delegated authority to hear and make 

recommendations for dependency matters.  Master has the same meaning as 
hearing officer.]  

 
 

* * * 

COMMENT 
* * * 

Under the term “court,” to determine if [masters]juvenile court hearing officers 
are permitted to hear cases, see Rule 1187. 

* * * 
 

Official Note:  
* * * 

Amended April 6, 2017, effective September 1, 2017. 
 
 

Committee Explanatory Reports: 
 

* * * 
Final Report explaining the amendments to Rule 1120 published with the 

Court’s Order at - Pa.B. - (-). 
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RULE 1127.  RECORDING AND TRANSCRIBING JUVENILE COURT    
 PROCEEDINGS 
 
A. Recording.  There shall be a recording of all dependency proceedings, including 

proceedings conducted by [masters]juvenile court hearing officers, except as 
provided in Rule 1242(B)(2). 

 
* * * 

 
COMMENT 

Some form of record or transcript is necessary to permit meaningful 
consideration of claims of error and effective appellate review.  In re J.H., 788 A.2d 
1006 (Pa. Super. [Ct.] 2001).  See, e.g., Pa.R.A.P. [Rules] 1922, 1923, 1924; 
Commonwealth v. Fields, [478 Pa. 479, ]387 A.2d 83 (Pa.  1978); Commonwealth v. 
Shields, [477 Pa. 105, ]383 A.2d 844 (Pa. 1978).  This rule is intended to provide a 
mechanism to ensure appropriate recording and transcribing of court proceedings.  
Pursuant to Rule 1800, 42 Pa.C.S. § 6336(c) was suspended only to the extent that all 
proceedings are to be recorded, except as provided in Rule 1242 (B)(2).  Full minutes 
are not recordings.  This change was to effectuate effective appellate review. 

The rule is intended to apply to all dependency proceedings and to ensure all 
proceedings are recorded, including proceedings before [masters]juvenile court 
hearing officers, except for shelter care hearings.   

 
* * * 

Official Note:  
* * * 

Amended April 6, 2017, effective September 1, 2017. 
 

Committee Explanatory Reports: 
* * * 

Final Report explaining the amendments to Rule 1127 published with the 
Court’s Order at - Pa.B. - (-). 
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RULE 1154.  DUTIES OF GUARDIAN AD LITEM 
 
A guardian ad litem shall: 
 

* * * 
 
3) Participate in all proceedings, including hearings before [masters]juvenile 

court hearing officers, and administrative hearings and reviews to the 
degree necessary to adequately represent the child; 

 
* * * 

Official Note:  
* * * 

Amended April 6, 2017, effective September 1, 2017. 
 

Committee Explanatory Reports: 
* * * 

Final Report explaining the amendments to Rule 1154 published with the 
Court’s Order at - Pa.B. - (-). 
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RULE 1166.  MAINTAINING RECORDS IN THE CLERK OF COURTS  
 

* * * 

COMMENT 
* * * 

The list of docket entries is a running record of all information related to any 
action in a dependency case in the court of common pleas of the clerk's county, such as 
dates of filings, of orders, and of court proceedings, including hearings conducted by 
[masters]juvenile court hearing officers.  Nothing in this rule is intended to preclude 
the use of automated or other electronic means for time-stamping or making docket 
entries.  

This rule applies to all proceedings in the court of common pleas, including 
hearings conducted by [masters]juvenile court hearing officers, at any stage of the 
dependency case. 

* * * 
 

Official Note:  
* * * 

Amended April 6, 2017, effective September 1, 2017. 
 

Committee Explanatory Reports: 
* * * 

Final Report explaining the amendments to Rule 1166 published with the 
Court’s Order at - Pa.B. - (-). 
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PART D 
[MASTERS]JUVENILE COURT HEARING OFFICERS 

 
1182.  Qualifications of [Master]Juvenile Court Hearing Officer 
1185.  Appointment to Cases  
1187. Authority of [Master]Juvenile Court Hearing Officer 
1190. Stipulations Before [Master]Juvenile Court Hearing Officer 
1191. [Master’s]Juvenile Court Hearing Officer's Findings and Recommendation to 

the Judge 
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RULE 1182. QUALIFICATIONS OF [MASTER] JUVENILE COURT HEARING   
 OFFICER 
 
A.  Education, Experience, and Training.   To preside as a [master]juvenile court 

hearing officer over cases governed by the Juvenile Act, 42 Pa.C.S. § 6301 et seq., 
an individual shall: 

 
* * * 

 
B.  Continuing Education.  Upon meeting the requirements of paragraph (A)(3), a 

[master]juvenile court hearing officer shall thereafter complete six hours of 
instruction from a course(s) designed by the Office of Children and Families in the 
Courts, in juvenile dependency law, policy, or related social science research every 
two years. 

 
C. Compliance.   
 

1) A [master]juvenile court hearing officer shall sign an affidavit attesting that 
he or she has met the requirements of this rule.   

 
2) Prior to presiding as a [master]juvenile court hearing officer, the attorney 

shall send the affidavit to the President Judge or his or her designee of each 
judicial district where the attorney is seeking to preside as a [master]juvenile 
court hearing officer.   

 
3) After submission of the initial affidavit pursuant to paragraph (C)(2), 

[masters]juvenile court hearing officers shall submit a new affidavit every 
two years attesting that the continuing education requirements of paragraph 
(B) have been met.   

 
COMMENT 

Pursuant to paragraphs (A)(1) & (2), [masters]juvenile court hearing officers 
are to be in good standing and have at least five consecutive years of experience as an 
attorney.  It is best practice to have at least two years of experience in juvenile law.     

* * * 
For continuing education under paragraph (B), [masters]juvenile court hearing 

officers are to attend six hours of instruction from a course or multiple courses 
designed by the Office of Children and Families in the Courts.  This is to ensure uniform 
training among [masters]juvenile court hearing officers.  
 

* * * 
Pursuant to paragraph (C), a [master]juvenile court hearing officer is to certify 

to the court that the requirements of this rule have been met prior to presiding as 
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[master]a juvenile court hearing officer, and submit new affidavits every two years 
thereafter.   

  
Official Note:  

* * * 
Amended April 6, 2017, effective September 1, 2017. 
 

Committee Explanatory Reports: 
* * * 

Final Report explaining the amendments to Rule 1182 published with the 
Court’s Order at - Pa.B. - (-). 
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RULE 1185.  APPOINTMENT TO CASES  
 
A. Appointment.  If necessary to assist the juvenile court judge, the president judge or 

his or her designee may appoint [masters]juvenile court hearing officers to hear 
designated dependency matters.   

 
B. Prohibited practice.  [Masters]Juvenile court hearing officers shall not engage 

in practice before the juvenile court in the same judicial district where they preside 
over dependency matters.    

  
COMMENT 

 Under paragraph (A), the president judge of each judicial district may restrict the 
classes of cases to be heard by the [master]juvenile court hearing officer, in addition 
to the restrictions of Rule 1187.  See 42 Pa.C.S. § 6305(b) and Rule 1187. 

 
Official Note:  

* * * 
Amended April 6, 2017, effective September 1, 2017. 
 

Committee Explanatory Reports: 
* * * 

Final Report explaining the amendments to Rule 1185 published with the 
Court’s Order at - Pa.B. - (-). 
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RULE 1187.  AUTHORITY OF [MASTER]JUVENILE COURT HEARING OFFICER  
 
A. No authority.  A [master]juvenile court hearing officer shall not have the 

authority to: 
 

* * * 
 

B. Right to hearing before judge.   
 

1) Prior to the commencement of any proceeding, the [master]juvenile court 
hearing officer shall inform all parties of the right to have the matter heard 
by a judge.  If a party objects to having the matter heard by the 
[master] juvenile court hearing officer, the case shall proceed before the 
judge. 

 
2) If a party objects to having the matter heard by the [master]juvenile court 

hearing officer pursuant to paragraph (B)(1), the [master]juvenile court 
hearing officer or the court’s designee for scheduling cases shall 
immediately schedule a hearing before the judge.  The time requirements of 
these rules shall apply. 

 
COMMENT 

A [master’s]juvenile court hearing officer’s authority is limited under this rule.  
To implement this rule, Rule 1800 suspends 42 Pa.C.S. § 6305(b) only to the extent 
that [masters]juvenile court hearing officers may not hear all classes of cases.   

Under paragraph (A)(1)(c), once the permanency goal has been approved for 
adoption by a judge, all subsequent reviews or hearings may be heard by the 
[master]juvenile court hearing officer unless a party objects pursuant to paragraph 
(B). 

Under paragraph (A)(3), nothing is intended to limit the [master’s]juvenile court 
hearing officer's ability, in a proper case before the [master]juvenile court hearing 
officer, to recommend to the court that a warrant be issued.  This includes arrest, 
bench, and search warrants. 

* * * 
Under paragraph (B)(2), it should be determined whenever possible before the 

date of the hearing whether there will be an objection to having the matter heard before 
a [master]juvenile court hearing officer.  If it is anticipated that there will be an 
objection, the case is to be scheduled in front of the judge, rather than the 
[master]juvenile court hearing officer to prevent continuances and delays in the 
case. 

See Rule 1127 for recording of proceedings before a [master]juvenile court 
hearing officer. 
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Official Note:  
* * * 

Amended April 6, 2017, effective September 1, 2017. 
 

Committee Explanatory Reports: 
* * * 

Final Report explaining the amendments to Rule 1187 published with the 
Court’s Order at - Pa.B. - (-). 
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RULE 1190. STIPULATIONS BEFORE [MASTER]JUVENILE COURT HEARING 
 OFFICER 
 
A. Types of cases.  [Masters]Juvenile court hearing officers may accept 

stipulations in any classes of cases that they are permitted to hear pursuant to Rule 
1187.  

 
* * * 

 
COMMENT 

Under paragraph (A), a [master]juvenile court hearing officer may accept 
stipulations in those permissible classes of cases pursuant to Rule 1187.  In addition, 
the president judge of each judicial district may further restrict the classes of cases.  
See Rule 1185. 

* * * 
Official Note:  

* * * 
Amended April 6, 2017, effective September 1, 2017. 
 

Committee Explanatory Reports: 
* * * 

Final Report explaining the amendments to Rule 1190 published with the 
Court’s Order at - Pa.B. - (-). 
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  37 

RULE 1191. [MASTER’S]JUVENILE COURT HEARING OFFICER'S FINDINGS AND 
 RECOMMENDATION TO THE JUDGE 
 
A. Announcement of Findings and Recommendation.  At the conclusion of the 

hearing, the [master]juvenile court hearing officer shall announce in open court 
on the record, the [master’s]juvenile court hearing officer’s findings and 
recommendation to the judge.     

 
B. Submission of Papers and Contents of Recommendation.  Within two business 

days of the hearing, the [master]juvenile court hearing officer shall submit 
specific findings and a recommendation to the juvenile court judge.  If requested, a 
copy of the findings and recommendation shall be given to any party.   
 

C. Challenge to Recommendation.  A party may challenge the [master’s]juvenile 
court hearing officer’s recommendation by filing a motion with the clerk of courts 
within three days of receipt of the recommendation.  The motion shall request a 
rehearing by the judge and aver reasons for the challenge. 

 
D. Judicial Action.  Within seven days of receipt of the [master’s]juvenile court 

hearing officer’s findings and recommendation, the judge shall review the findings 
and recommendation of the [master]juvenile court hearing officer and: 

 
* * * 

3) send the recommendation back to the [master]juvenile court hearing 
officer for more specific findings; or  

 
* * * 

 
COMMENT 

The juvenile court may promulgate a form for [masters]juvenile court hearing 
officers to use.  The findings and recommendation may take the form of a court order 
to be adopted by the court.   

If a party contests the [master’s]juvenile court hearing officer's decision, the 
copy of the findings and recommendation may be used as an attachment in a motion for 
a rehearing in front of the judge.  

The [master’s]juvenile court hearing officer's decision is subject to approval 
of the judge.  When the judge, in rejecting the [master’s]juvenile court hearing 
officer’s recommendation, modifies a factual determination, a rehearing is to be 
conducted.  The judge may reject the [master’s]juvenile court hearing officer's 
findings and enter a new finding or disposition without a rehearing if there is no 
modification of factual determinations.  See In re Perry, [313 Pa. Super. 162,]459 A.2d 
789 (Pa. Super. 1983). 
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  38 

Nothing in this rule prohibits the court from modifying conclusions of law made by 
the [master]juvenile court hearing officer.  
 
Official Note:  

* * * 
Amended April 6, 2017, effective September 1, 2017. 
 

Committee Explanatory Reports: 
* * * 

 
Final Report explaining the amendments to Rule 1191 published with the 

Court’s Order at - Pa.B. - (-). 
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  39 

RULE 1243.  SHELTER CARE REHEARINGS  
 

* * * 
 
C. Forum.  The judge, who heard the original shelter care hearing or adopted the 

findings of the [master]juvenile court hearing officer, shall hold the rehearing, 
unless the judge assigns the case to a [master]juvenile court hearing officer. 
  

COMMENT 
* * * 

Under paragraph (C), only a judge may hold a rehearing, unless the judge orders 
a [master]juvenile court hearing officer to hear the case. 

 
Official Note:  

* * * 
Amended April 6, 2017, effective September 1, 2017. 
 

Committee Explanatory Reports: 
* * * 

Final Report explaining the amendments to Rule 1243 published with the 
Court’s Order at - Pa.B. - (-). 
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  40 

RULE 1342.  PRE-ADJUDICATORY CONFERENCE. 
 

* * * 
COMMENT 

* * * 
Under paragraph (A), the court may consider: 1)  the terms and procedures for 

pre-adjudicatory discovery and inspection; 2) the simplification or stipulation of factual 
issues, including admissibility of evidence; 3) the qualification of exhibits as evidence to 
avoid unnecessary delay; 4) the number of witnesses who are to give testimony of a 
cumulative nature; 5) whether expert witnesses will be called; 6) whether the hearing 
will be scheduled in front of the [master]juvenile court hearing officer or judge; and 7) 
such other matters as may aid in the disposition of the proceeding.  
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  41 

Official Note:  
* * * 

Amended April 6, 2017, effective September 1, 2017. 
 

Committee Explanatory Reports: 
* * * 

Final Report explaining the amendments to Rule 1342 published with the 
Court’s Order at - Pa.B. - (-). 

58



 

  42 

RULE 1512.  DISPOSITIONAL HEARING  
 

* * * 

COMMENT 
To the extent practicable, the judge or [master]juvenile court hearing officer 

that presided over the adjudicatory hearing for a child should preside over the 
dispositional hearing for the same child.  

* * * 
Official Note:  

* * * 
Amended April 6, 2017, effective September 1, 2017. 
 

Committee Explanatory Reports: 
* * * 

Final Report explaining the amendments to Rule 1512 published with the 
Court’s Order at - Pa.B. - (-). 
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  43 

RULE 1608.  PERMANENCY HEARING 

 
* * * 

 
COMMENT 

* * * 
To the extent practicable, the judge or [master]juvenile court hearing officer 

who presided over the adjudicatory and original dispositional hearing for a child should 
preside over the permanency hearing for the same child.  

* * * 
Official Note:  

* * * 
Amended April 6, 2017, effective September 1, 2017. 
 

Committee Explanatory Reports: 
* * * 

Final Report explaining the amendments to Rule 1608 published with the 
Court’s Order at - Pa.B. - (-). 

60



 

  44 

RULE 1610.  PERMANENCY HEARING FOR CHILDREN OVER EIGHTEEN 
 

* * * 
COMMENT 

* * * 
To the extent practicable, the judge or [master]juvenile court hearing officer 

who presided over the adjudicatory and original dispositional hearing for a child should 
preside over the permanency hearings for the same child.   In resumption of jurisdiction 
cases, to the extent practicable, the judge or [master]juvenile court hearing officer 
who presided over the original case should preside over the re-opened case.   

* * * 
Official Note:  

* * * 
Amended April 6, 2017, effective September 1, 2017. 
 

Committee Explanatory Reports: 
* * * 

Final Report explaining the amendments to Rule 1610 published with the 
Court’s Order at - Pa.B. - (-). 
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  45 

RULE 1635. HEARING ON MOTION FOR RESUMPTION OF JURISDICTION 
 
  * * * 

COMMENT 
* * * 

A [master]juvenile court hearing officer may conduct these hearings.  See 
Rule 1187.   

* * * 
Official Note:  

* * * 
Amended April 6, 2017, effective September 1, 2017. 
 

Committee Explanatory Reports: 
* * * 

Final Report explaining the amendments to Rule 1635 published with the 
Court’s Order at - Pa.B. - (-). 
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  46 

1800. SUSPENSIONS OF ACTS OF ASSEMBLY 
 

* * * 
5) The Act of July 9, 1976, P.L. 586, No. 142, § 2, 42 Pa.C.S. § 6305(b), which 

provides that the court may direct hearings in any case or classes of cases be 
conducted by the [master]juvenile court hearing officer, is suspended only 
insofar as the Act is inconsistent with Rule 1187, which allows [masters] 
juvenile court hearing officers to hear only specific classes of cases. 

 
* * * 

Official Note:  
* * * 

Amended April 6, 2017, effective September 1, 2017. 
 

Committee Explanatory Reports: 
* * * 

Final Report explaining the amendments to Rule 1800 published with the 
Court’s Order at - Pa.B. - (-). 
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