
07:00-08:00…………………………………………………………………………………………....Millennium Hall 
Breakfast/Discussion Table Topics 
 

 
 

  
08:00-09:00………………………………………………………………………………………..…..Millennium Hall 
Fatherhood: Creating a Culture of Inclusion 
 
  Guest Speakers: Ron Clark, Director, National Fatherhood Initiative, American Human Association 
  Jessica Kendall, Assistant Staff Director, American Bar Association Center on Children and the Law 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
09:00- 9:15…………………………….………………………………………………………………………….Break     
  
 
09:15-10:00……………………………………………………………………………………..……..Millennium Hall 
Panel Discussion 
          
             Moderator: Honorable Kim Berkeley Clark, Allegheny County Court of Common Pleas 
 
       Honorable George P. Hartwick III, Dauphin County Board of Commissioners 
       Honorable Craig Miller, Clinton County Court of Common Pleas 
       Jennifer Sobjak, Casework Supervisor, Clinton County Children & Youth 
       Mike Angelelli, Solicitor, Clinton County Children & Youth 
        
        

• 3 Month Reviews 

• Family Group Decision Making 

• Family Finding 

• Family Development Credentialing 

• Collaboration—Best Practices 

• Children’s Roundtable—Best Practices 

• Data/CPCMS 

• Fatherhood Inclusion 

• Legal Representation Education 

• Truancy 

• Disproportionality 

• Shared Case Responsibility 

• Needs Based Plan & Budget 

• Working with Incarcerated Parents 

Non-resident fathers often face unique challenges when a child  
enters state care as a result of abuse or neglect allegations.  This 
session will examine issues faced by non-resident fathers and  
explore strategies for overcoming barriers and creating a culture of 
fatherhood inclusion in case planning and the court process.  
 
Meaningful engagement of fathers will enhance resources for  
children, as fathers and paternal relatives serve as placement  
options, provide youth with extended family connections and provide 
financial, emotional and other supports. 



 
  
10:00-11:30………………………………………………………………………………………………..…….various 
Team Planning Time 
 
 

       Millennium Hall 
       Commonwealth A1 
       Commonwealth A2 
       Congress B 
       Congress C 
       Congress D 
 
 
 
 

11:30-12:00…………………………………………………………………………………………….Millennium Hall 
Review of the 2010 Pennsylvania Children’s Roundtable Summit  
 
             Facilitator: Frank Cervone, Executive Director, Support Center for Child Advocates  
 

 
  
12:00-12:30…………………………………………………………………………………...……….Millennium Hall 
Closing Remarks 
 
       Mr. Justice Max Baer, Supreme Court of Pennsylvania 



 

Fatherhood Inclusion 
Honorable Kim Berkeley Clark  
Allegheny County Judge 
 

Legal Representation Education 
Honorable Kelly Streib  
Butler County Judge 
 

Truancy 
Honorable John Kuhn  
Adams County President Judge 
 

Cindy Stoltz, Esq.  
Allegheny County Children’s Court Administrator 
 

Disproportionality 
Honorable Oliver Lobaugh  
Venango County President Judge 
 

David Schwille  
Venango County Human Services Director 
 

Annemarie Ambrose  
Philadelphia County DHS Commissioner 
 

Shared Case Responsibility 
Honorable Carol Van Horn  
Franklin/Fulton Counties Judge 
 

Brian Mowrey  
Jefferson County CYS Administrator 
 

Needs Based Plan & Budget 
Honorable Todd Hoover  
Dauphin County President Judge 
 

Bill Browning 
Lackawanna County CYS Administrator 
 

Working with Incarcerated Parents 
Honorable Kevin Dougherty  
Philadelphia County Administrative Judge 
 

Lynne Rainey  
Bucks County CYS Administrator 

3 Month Reviews 
Honorable Maria Musti-Cook  
York County Judge 
 

Sue Cohick  
Dauphin County CYS Administrator 
 

Family Group Decision Making 
Honorable Jolene Kopriva  
Blair County President Judge 
 

Peter Vriens  
Dauphin County Human Services Director 
 

Family Finding 
Honorable Carol Hanna  
Indiana County Judge 
 

Keith Hayes  
Chester County CYS Administrator 
 

Family Development Credentialing 
Honorable Maureen Skerda  
Warren/Forest Counties President Judge 
 

Maryanne Burger  
Blair County CYS Administrator 
 

Collaboration—Best Practices 
Honorable Michael Sholley  
Snyder/Union Counties Judge 
 

Marc Cherna  
Allegheny County Human Services Director 
 

Children’s Roundtable—Best Practices 
Honorable Kenneth Valasek  
Armstrong County Judge 
 

Rose Weir  
Snyder County CYS Administrator 
 

Data/CPCMS 
Honorable David Wecht  
Allegheny County Administrative Judge 
 
 

Wendy Hoverter  
Cumberland County CYS Administrator 

Breakfast Discussion Table Topics & Facilitators 





























 

WELCOME! 
 

Introduction 
 

The National Quality Improvement Center on Non-Resident Fathers and the Child Welfare System, Na-

tional Fatherhood Initiative (NFI), American Humane Association, and American Bar Association Center 

on Children and the Law welcome you to the Father Friendly Check-Up™ for Child Welfare Agencies and 

Organizations.  This tool will help you assess the degree to which your organization’s operations encourage 

father involvement in the activities and programs you offer. 

 

Today more American children are growing up in homes without their biological father than at any other 

point in American history. Trends such as divorce and remarriage, as well as more births outside of mar-

riage, result in a diminishing role of fathers in the daily lives of their children. Involving fathers in the lives 

of their children becomes an even greater challenge when these children are involved in the public child 

welfare system. This is especially true in cases where the child has been removed from the home and 

placed in non-relative or stranger’s care. Reunifying children with their birth families, as quickly as possi-

ble, without jeopardizing the children’s safety is the first priority. However, identifying family resources, 

especially non-resident fathers and paternal relatives, continues to be a challenge for the child welfare sys-

tem. 

  

As discussed below, most foster children are not living with their fathers when they are removed from their 

home and placed in care. In such cases, child welfare agencies must identify and locate the non-resident 

father, ideally before such placement or at least soon thereafter which is often challenging. The agency’s 

“reasonable efforts” to prevent placement should include a fair consideration of the father’s home as a 

placement for a child who is considered unsafe in his or her mother’s home due to abuse, neglect, or mater-

nal incapacity. They must also assess the benefits, detriments and difficulties associated with the non-

resident father’s involvement in the child welfare case generally. They should also consider whether there 

is the potential for an appropriate placement with, or other assistance to the child, from paternal kin. 

  

In 2006, the Urban Institute, under contract with the Office of the Assistant Secretary for Planning and 

Evaluation, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, published its final report on child welfare 

agencies’ efforts to identify, locate, and involve non-resident fathers in the child welfare process. The re-

port, entitled, “What About the Dads?” reviewed 1,958 cases of children who were removed by child wel-

fare agencies from their homes where their biological father did not reside. Telephone interviews with 

1,222 child welfare agency caseworkers involved in these cases showed that: 

  

1 88 percent of non-resident fathers were identified by the child welfare agency;  

 

1 55 percent of non-resident fathers were contacted by the caseworker;  

 

1 30 percent of the non-resident fathers visited their child; and  

 

1 28 percent of non-resident fathers expressed an interest in assuming custody of their     

2 child. 

 

Despite these diminishing numbers, the “What About the Dads?” report found that 70 percent of casework-

ers had received training on engaging fathers. Moreover, caseworkers who received training were more 

likely to report having located fathers.  

 

Based on all of the findings, the report recommends, among other things, that child welfare agencies: (1) 

identify and search for non-resident fathers early in cases; (2) train caseworkers on identifying, locating, 



and involving fathers; and (3) develop models for engaging non-resident fathers constructively (Malm, 

Murray, & Geen (2006). What About the Dads? Health and Human Services, Administration for Children and 

Families, Children’s Bureau.). 
 

This assessment is designed to help Child Welfare Agencies and Organizations take an active, positive approach in 

creating an environment that involves fathers and fosters the healthy development of children.  

 

The Assessment 
 

You will apply the assessment categories identified below to your organization.   

 

• Leadership and organizational philosophy 

• Program management policies and procedures 

• Parent-involvement program 

• Program physical environment  

• Staff training and professional development 

• Collaboration and organizational networking 

• Community outreach 

 

This assessment will encourage staff to examine their organization as well as their own attitudes about fathers. 

 

Assessment Checklists 
 

You will complete a series of assessment checklists designed specifically for Child Welfare Agencies and Or-

ganizations. There is one checklist for each assessment category.   
 

The checklists consist of statements that might or might not be true about your organization.  Quite simply, 

you will assess whether the statements are true of your organization. Complete the checklists by placing a 

checkmark in the boxes next to the statements that are true of your organization.  If a statement on a checklist 

is not true of your organization, do not check the box.  

 

Use your gut reaction to assess your organization on each statement.  You might discover that you can check 

only a few boxes in each category.  If that’s the case, don’t worry: a low score is not an indictment of your or-

ganization as being unfriendly toward dads.  You might find that your organization includes fathers to a high 

degree in certain areas, but not in others.  Use this assessment to identify areas for improvement, no matter 

what you discover.   
 

Your Father-Friendly Score 

 

After completing the assessment, you will receive a score for each category together with suggestions that the 

Quality Improvement Center on Non-Resident Fathers and the Child Welfare System has identified as best 

practices to increase the father friendliness of your Child Welfare organization. You will then have the oppor-

tunity to use the score from the Father Friendly Check-Up™  to set goals and identify priorities that are 

unique to your organization’s way of serving children and families. 

 

 


















































































































