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BACKGROUND

The Pennsylvania State Roundtable’s Educational Success and Truancy Prevention (hereafter
ESTP) Workgroup began its work in 2009. The initial focus was to create a sense of urgency
about addressing truancy, better understand challenges Local Children’s Roundtables identified,
engage multisystem stakeholders, and to identify national and Pennsylvania specific best
practices used to successfully combat truancy. The ESTP Workgroup surveyed Local Children’s
Roundtables initially in 2009 to determine successes and challenges related to truancy and to
gauge whether collaboration among courts (dependency and magisterial district), child welfare,
schools and provider agencies was occurring on the local level. The 2009 survey results revealed
90% of respondents viewed truancy as a concern in their counties but only 40% reported that
truancy was being collaboratively addressed in an effective manner. Sixty-five percent said there
was nho sense of urgency surrounding the issue. Common barriers included: no collaboration;
inconsistency in handling children and youth referrals and magisterial district justice citations; not
addressing truancy at the onset and underutilization of Truancy Elimination Plans. In addition to
gathering information on the county level, the Workgroup, which includes multisystem
professionals from courts, child welfare, education and juvenile justice, worked diligently to
strengthen relationships with state partners in order to effectuate system change.

During the first year, Workgroup members engaged in robust discussions exploring a wide range
of truancy issues and individual concerns. It was quickly realized by the group that truancy is not
one entity's responsibility, but rather requires a collaborative, family-focused approach. The
Workgroup looked to The Mission and Guiding Principles for Pennsylvania’s Dependency System
to provide a context and to serve as an important touchstone throughout their work. These Guiding
Principles (outlined below) provided the foundation for the Workgroup’s recommendations,
products, resources, presentations and efforts over the next eight years. The Guiding Principles
ultimately assisted the Workgroup in moving toward a framework for articulating
recommendations on truancy (and later on educational success for foster youth) based on sound

policy.

GUIDING PRINCIPLES USED AS A TOUCHSTONE BY THE ESTP WORKGROUP
Pennsylvania’s child dependency system shall:

e Protect children who are habitually and without justification truant from school.

e Support the educational needs of all dependent children.

e Support families by stressing the importance of formal education for the child.

e [dentify all possible practices and strategies that address the needs of the child and family
and encourage solutions that do not require court intervention.

e Utilize the Children’s Roundtable Initiative as a mechanism for local and state
communication, decision making and leadership.

e Ensure strong and responsible leadership from all facets of the dependency system,
beginning with our courts.

In 2010, guided by these Principles, information provided by Workgroup members and the 2009
survey results, the Workgroup offered its first set of truancy reduction recommendations to the
PA State Roundtable. Initially, the Workgroup set out to identify or develop a single program
model. Instead, the Workgroup ultimately concluded that while effective truancy programs exist
there isn’t a “one size fits all” approach. The Workgroup recognized Pennsylvania’s diverse and



unique communities and that successful truancy efforts depend upon communities drawing from
individual strengths and resources. In its first and perhaps most important report addressing
school attendance, Truancy: A Call to Action, the Workgroup proposed a set of five core
components that the Workgroup continues to firmly believe must be included in successful truancy
prevention and reduction. The core components are: (1) collaboration; (2) positive school
climate; (3) early identification and intervention, (4) data collection and information
sharing; and (5) sustainable resources. The recommendations were unanimously adopted by
the PA State Roundtable and subsequently incorporated into the Pennsylvania Department of
Human Services (DHS) funding guidelines for truancy prevention programs. Truancy prevention
programs which incorporate the five components are part of “Special Grants” funded at a higher
state match. In the 2017-2018 proposed county children and youth budget cycle, thirty-seven
counties requested truancy programming funds under the special grant.

In 2010 and 2011, the Workgroup focused on a comprehensive strategy to communicate a
common message to counties and state partners concerning the urgency to address truancy and
to assist Local Children’s Roundtables in the implementation of the five core recommendations.
In an effort to raise awareness, educate stakeholders and promote positive school climates with
students, families and communities, the Workgroup sponsored a statewide truancy art logo
contest entitled Awake.Attend.Achieve. The art logo contest was part of the overall strategy to
assist counties with implementation of recommendations; specifically, collaboration, positive
school climate and early
identification and prevention. The
contest was open to fifth and sixth
grade students from Permanency
Practice Initiative (PPI) Counties.
PPI Counties’ Local Children’s
Roundtables  partnered  with
schools to submit entries for the
logo contest. Over 200 entries
were submitted and the top twenty
were displayed at the 2011 PA
State Roundtable. The student
who submitted the winning logo
was congratulated and presented
with an award during the State
Roundtable ceremony. The |OgO alongside Supreme Court Justice Max Baer, and Workgroup Co-chairs Cindy Stoltz,
was reproduced onto posters and Esq. and The Honorable John Kuhn at the 2011 PA State Roundtable.

5,000 copies were distributed to

courts, child welfare agencies and schools statewide. The logo was also shared with counties to
utilize as part of their local efforts and continues to be the logo of the ESTP Workgroup.

Pictured: James Mostowski (logo contest winner, Lackawanna County) and family

EXPANDING THE MISSION

At the 2011 PA State Roundtable, the mission of the Workgroup was expanded to include
educational stability and success of foster youth. It was at that time the Workgroup formally
changed its name to the Educational Success and Truancy Prevention Workgroup and added
additional members to assist in the expanded mission. Workgroup members then separated into



two subgroups; the Truancy Subgroup and the
Educational Success Subgroup, both working on
recommendations and products to assist counties in
their work on the local level.

Truancy Subgroup

The Truancy Subgroup focused on identifying statutes
and provisions of the Pennsylvania Code related to
truancy in need of clarification or updating including a
clearer definition of truancy. Efforts by the Workgroup to
educate stakeholders about concerns with truancy laws
continued from 2011-2016. In November 2016,
Governor Tom Wolf signed Act 138 of 2016 into law
which addresses many of the legislative concerns
identified by the Workgroup. A more detailed description
of Act 138 of 2016 is discussed later in this report.
Another important Workgroup product developed by the
Truancy Subgroup was the “Considerations for Cyber
Charter School Enrollment for Students before the
Court” brochure. This document is intended to assist
families, judges and other professionals when
considering if cyber charter school is the best
educational option for court involved youth. Four
thousand copies of the guide were distributed to Local
Children’s Roundtables. The guide is available on the
Office of Children and Families in the Courts’ ESTP
Workgroup webpage.

Educational Success Subgroup

The Educational Success Subgroup focused its
attention in three areas: barriers and best practices;
court competency and data sharing. “The Blue Print
for Change: Educational Success for Children in Foster
Care (2" edition)” provided guidance to the Workgroup
as it reviewed critical components to educational
success. The Blueprint for Change was developed by
the Legal Center for Foster Care and Education, a
collaboration between Casey Family Programs, the
American Bar Associations’ Center on Children and the
Law in conjunction with the Education Law Center and
Juvenile Law Center. The Workgroup included in its
2012 PA State Roundtable Report recommendations to
adopt The Blue Print for Change’s “Eight Educational
Goals for Pennsylvania’s Youth in Out-of-Home-
Care.” The Workgroup’s adoption of the Eight Goals built
upon the foundation provided by the Guiding Principles

8 Education Goals for
Youth in Out-of-Home
Care

Youth are entitled to remain
in their same school when
feasible.

Youth are guaranteed
seamless transitions between
schools and school districts
when school moves occur.
Young children enter school
ready to learn.

Youth have the opportunity
and support to fully
participate in all aspects of
the school experience.

Youth have supports to
prevent school dropout,
truancy, and disciplinary
actions.

Youth are involved and
engaged in all aspects of their
education and educational
planning and are empowered
to be advocates for their
education needs and pursuits.
Youth have an adult who is
invested in his or her
education during or after his
or her time in out-of-home
care.

Youth have supports to enter
into, and complete, post-
secondary education.

- The Blue Print for Change: Educational
Success for Children in Foster Care (2"
edition)

established a framework for Workgroup recommendations, products and efforts.



In 2013, the Subgroup also submitted recommendations to the PA Dependency Benchbook
Committee to include educational success as an important part of the Benchbook revisions. Many
of the Subgroup’s recommendations were accepted and educational success information was
included throughout the PA Dependency Benchbook 2014 revised edition.

PENNSYLVANIA’S BLUE PRINT FOR EDUCATIONAL SUCCESS FOR FOSTER YOUTH

Early on, the ESTP Workgroup engaged The Pennsylvania Department of Education (PDE),
Pennsylvania Department of Human Services, Office of Children, Youth and Families
(DHS/OCYF), Juvenile Court Judges Commission (JCJC) and Administrative Office of PA Courts,
Office of Children and Families in the Courts (AOPC/OCFC) to approve an action plan, The
Pennsylvania Blueprint for Educational Success for Foster Youth, and a strategy for
implementation of the plan. The Pennsylvania Blueprint was adopted by the Pennsylvania State
Roundtable in 2013 with a commitment to implementation from the above entities. Progress on
The Blueprint is reviewed regularly by leaders from DHS/ OCYF, PDE, JCJC and AOPC/OCFC.

In 2014, The Pennsylvania Blueprint was revised to encompass specific action items and all
remaining priorities for both truancy and educational success for foster youth identified by the
ESTP Workgroup. The Pennsylvania Blueprint includes the following five objectives with multi-
year time frames for completion: (1) Enhanced Collaboration; (2) Cross Systems Education and
Resources; (3) Legislative and Policy Reform; (4) Data Collection and Sharing; and (5) Court
Competencies and Best Practices. The matrix on the following page includes efforts to date on
addressing The Pennsylvania Blueprint objectives. Three of the five objectives have been
completed. The remaining objectives (Cross Systems Education and Resources and Data
Collection) are in progress with completion anticipated in 2017-2018. The Workgroup is
requesting the final two elements of the plan be completed by the AOPC/OCFC and other
Workgroup partners, as the full Workgroup need not be convened to finalize the remaining efforts.



Pennsylvania Blueprint for Education Success

Cross Systems Education Legislative and Policy
and Resources Reform

Data Collection and Court Competencies and
Sharing Best Practices

ENHANCED COLLABORATION COMPLETE
State leaders from PDE, AOPC/OCFC, DHS/OCYF and JCIC meet regularly to address
systemic education issues for foster youth.

ESTP members met regularly to implement The Blueprint.

Local Children's Roundtables address truancy and educational success within their own
communities.

2011 Art Logo Contest (Awake. Attend. Achieve).

CROSS SYSTEMS EDUCATION AND RESOURCES IN PROGRESS
Education Summit for Foster Youth (planning in progress).
Considerations for Cyber Charter School Enrollment Brochure — 4,000 distributed statewide.
Presentations at the 2011 and 2015 Children’s Summits. (complete)
Enhancements to:
- CWRC Course 202: Truancy Prevention and Intervention (complete)
- Magisterial District Judge Truancy Education Session (complete)
- Revisions to PA Truancy Toolkit (complete)

LEGISLATIVE AND PoLICY REFORM COMPLETE

e Participation on the 2015 Joint State Government Commission’s Truancy Advisory
Committee.
e Passing of PA Act 138 — November 2016

DATA COLLECTION AND SHARING IN PROGRESS

e PDE/DHS/AOPC prioritize data and develop and implement policies about collecting,
sharing and analyzing educational data for foster youth (in progress).

e Collect, share and analyze education data for foster youth (in progress).

CoOURT COMPETENCIES AND BEST PRACTICES COMPLETE

Comprehensive set of Juvenile Court Procedural Rules on education for foster youth.
Education success information included in the 2014 revised Dependency Benchbook.
AOPC/OCFC Court Observation Form 2015 revision measures education discussed at
Permanency Review Hearings.




2016/2017 WORKGROUP EFFORTS

During 2016/2017 the ESTP Workgroup focused on four
areas of The Pennsylvania Blueprint: legislative reform, data
collection/sharing, the upcoming Education Summit (planned
for 2017 or 2018) and evaluating the Workgroup’s efforts.

Legislative Reform

Beginning in 2011 through 2016, the ESTP Workgroup, under
the guidance of the Juvenile Court Judges Commission,
spent a considerable amount of time making
recommendations and reviewing legislative proposals related
to both truancy and educational success. In June 2015, The
Honorable John Kuhn, Senior Judge and Workgroup Co-
chair, was invited to deliver legislative testimony to the PA
Senate Education Committee in regards to the ESTP
Workgroup. In addition, several members of the Workgroup
participated on the Joint State Government Commission’s
Truancy Advisory Committee (TAC). In October 2015, TAC
released its final report on truancy and school dropout
prevention. The final TAC report included recommendations
related to statutory reforms and public policy suggestions. A
significant number of the statutory reforms recommended by
TAC originated from the proposed statutory changes
suggested by ESTP Workgroup.

The Workgroup is pleased to report that truancy
legislative reform efforts have been successful. In
November of 2016, Governor Wolf signed Act 138 of 2016
into law. The effective date of the legislation is the beginning
of the 2017-2018 school year. Act 138 of 2016 is attached to

Purpose of Act 138 of 2016
To deter truancy through a comprehensive approach to
consistently identify and address attendance issues as early as
possible with intervention techniques in order to:

1. Preserve the unity of the family whenever possible as
the underlying issues of truancy are addressed.

2. Auvoid the loss of housing, the possible entry into foster
care and other unintended consequences of disruption
of an intact family unit.

3. Confine a person in parental relation to a child who is
habitually truant only as a last resort and for a
minimum amount of time.

ACT 138 HIGHLIGHTS

Clearer definitions.

Procedures designed to
address the underlying
causes of truancy.

Requires schools to hold
Attendance Improvement
Conferences (a term coined
by the Workgroup) prior to
CYS referrals or citations
filed in court.

Allows more sanctioning
discretion for Magisterial
District Judges (MDJ).

Requires MDJ hearing
notice to be sent to school,
child, person in parental
relation and CYS.

Provides safeguards for
families with inability to pay
fines.

Prohibits schools from
expelling or imposing out of
school suspension,
disciplinary reassignment or
transfer for truancy.

Prohibits citations from
being filed against a student
under the age of 15 yrs.

Ensures more direct
accountability for Cyber
Charter Schools.




this report. A majority of the Workgroup’s recommendations are included in the new legislation.

The Workgroup recognizes the major accomplishment of new legislation and thanks the
dedication of Workgroup partners including: The Juvenile Court Judges Commission;
Administrative Office of PA Courts, PA Department of Human Services; PA Department of
Education; PA School Boards Association; Joint State Government Commission, Education Law
Center, Juvenile Law Center and others for their assistance with legislative reform efforts.

Data Collection and Sharing

During 2016/2017 the ESTP Workgroup continued efforts on collaborating with AOPC/OCFC,
PDE and DHS/OCYF on how best to collect and share data on Pennsylvania Foster Youth. From
its inception, the ESTP Workgroup and its partners agreed about the critical need to gather, share
and analyze aggregate educational information for youth in foster care. Studies show educational
outcomes for children in out-of-home care are often worse than their peers not in foster care.
Youth in foster care often experience lower standardized test scores, grade retention and
graduation rates and higher rates of discipline problems and dropping out (Fostering Success in
Education: National Factsheet on the Educational Outcomes of Children in Foster Care — January
2014). But still, we do not know how Pennsylvania foster youth fair educationally, as no
Pennsylvania specific data exists — but we are closer. In 2016, the ESTP Workgroup and its
partners reaffirmed their commitment and have made significant progress to date in data
sharing efforts. The passing of the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA), which requires
education data be collected on foster youth, coupled with the already existing data sharing
efforts underway puts the Workgroup one step closer to completing this objective. At the
time of this report, specific data elements under the five following categories have been identified:
(1) demographics; (2) student enrollment, attendance and school stability; (3) academic success
and progress; (4) student school discipline; and (5) student graduation/post-graduation and a
Memorandum of Understanding between AOPC, DHS and PDE is in progress. Once the
MOU is finalized, aggregate data (statewide, county specific and Leadership Roundtable) will be
available comparing education information on foster youth and all other students. The data will
be reported twice yearly and coincide with the release of Pennsylvania’'s Adoption and Foster Care
Analysis and Reporting System (AFCARS) data.

Limitations on the Data

There are some identified limitations to the data that will initially be shared. First, since data will be
based on AFCARS information, only those children in foster care placements will be included.
Dependent youth living at home or in informal kinship placements will not be included. Also,
those students who attend private schools or congregate care on-grounds schools operated
by the facilities, will not be included in the initial data set, as this information is currently not
collected. While it is recognized the data set is not all encompassing of Pennsylvania’s dependent
youth, significant progress has been made on the data sharing front. It is anticipated that
educational data on Pennsylvania foster youth will be available in 2017. Partners should be
commended on their continued commitment and efforts to find solutions to data collection and sharing
barriers.



Education Summit for Foster Youth

In 2013, the PA State Roundtable
approved and supported the
Workgroup’s recommendation to hold the
first ever Education Summit for
Pennsylvania Foster Youth. During
2016-2017, a subgroup of the ESTP
Workgroup continued regular meetings
to begin planning for the Education
Summit hosted by AOPC, DHS, DPE and
JCJC. This event entitled “Leveling the
Playing Field: Ensuring Educational
Equity for PA Court Involved Youth” will
provide a unique opportunity for
county leaders and key decision
makers from child welfare, education,
juvenile justice and the courts to
develop an action plan with concrete
goals for collaborative efforts to
improve educational outcomes for PA
foster youth.

The Education Summit Objectives are to:

“IF WE HOPE TO MAKE REAL PROGRESS
TOWARD IMPROVED EDUCATIONAL
EXPERIENCES AND OUTCOMES FOR PA
COURT INVOLVED YOUTH -
COURTS, CHILD WELFARE, JUVENILE
PROBATION, SCHOOLS AND OTHER
COMMUNITY STAKEHOLDERS MUST
ELEVATE THE IMPORTANCE OF THE
EDUCATION NEEDS OF EVERY YOUTH
AND WORK TOGETHER TO LEVEL THE
PLAYING FIELD TO ENSURE

EDUCATIONAL EQUITY.”
Cynthia Stoltz, Esq., Allegheny County
Children’s Court Administrator and
ESTP Workgroup Co-chair

10

1. Encourage participation in enhancing cross systems efforts to address educational

stability and continuity issues;

2. Showcase collaborative projects and initiatives at the local level that support educational

well-being outcomes;

w

Focus on being data driven and data informed; and

4. Facilitate the development of action plans by participating counties that set forth strategies
for improving educational outcomes for foster youth by using the 8 Education Goals for
Youth in Out of Home Care (Blue Print for Change, Legal Center for Foster Care and
Education) as the cornerstone of the action plan.

Youth will participate in many aspects of the Education Summit as a constant reminder
to keep the Summit and the county action plans “Youth Focused”. Youth will act as
Keynote Speakers, panel presenters (ask the expert role) and will assist as facilitators
along with Workgroup members during the county breakout sessions. Education Summit
Planning efforts will continue during the remainder of 2017. The Summit target date is fall

of 2017 or Spring of 2018.
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2017 EVALUATION: IMEASURING THE IMPACT OF THE ESTP WORKGROUP

During 2016/2017, the ESTP Workgroup conducted an evaluation of Workgroup efforts from
2010-2017. The multifaceted evaluation plan focused on the initial charge of the ESTP
Workgroup concerning truancy and the expansion of the Workgroup’s mission in 2011 to include
educational success for foster youth. In early 2017, the Workgroup surveyed Local Children’s
Roundtables a final time (previous surveys done in 2010 and 2013) to gauge local success and
to determine if Workgroup recommendations and products were helpful to their work. In addition,
the Workgroup wanted to measure the effects of specific outputs including truancy legislation
recommendations, enhancements to the Minor Judiciary Education Board truancy curriculum for
magisterial district judges and enhancements to the Child Welfare Resource Center's 202:
Truancy Prevention and Intervention curriculum.

Surveying Stakeholders

The 2017 ESTP Workgroup Survey was disseminated to all 67 Pennsylvania counties. The
Workgroup asked for only one collective response from the court, their Local Children’s
Roundtable or a designee assigned by the dependency judge to complete the survey. The survey
included questions in the following six areas: (1) Sense of Urgency to Address Truancy and
Educational Success; (2) Collaboration; (3) Workgroup Recommendations, Resources and
Products; (4) Legislation and (5) Educational Success of Foster Youth. A total of thirty-seven
counties responded to the survey. Seventy-five percent of respondents indicated having an active
Local Children’s Roundtable in their jurisdiction.

1. Sense of Urgency to Address Truancy — Participants were asked whether or not their
County Local Children’s Roundtable established a subgroup specifically dedicated to
truancy and/or educational success for foster youth. Seventy percent of respondents
indicated yes, that their Local Children’s Roundtable does have an ESTP subgroup.
In addition, 89% of respondents indicated truancy is now being handled more effectively
than it was in 2010 and 94% said their county is better equipped now than in the past
at addressing the underlying causes of truancy.

Local Children's Roundtables have an ESTP Subgroup

L1279 Truancy is being handled more effectively than in 2010

LY Better equipped to deal with underlying causes

\‘

2. Collaboration — Recognizing collaboration was a

significant barrier identified by counties early on in the In 2010, Roundtables said

ESTP Workgroup, Workgroup members wanted to lack of collaboration was
gauge whether or not multisystem partners were their biggest obstacle in
collaborating more now than they were in 2010. handling truancy. In 2017,
Counties revealed in the 2017 survey that 74% of Roundtables said

collaboration with system partners had in fact

_ ) collaboration has improved.
improved. Seventy-four percent of respondents said
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collaboration had increased since 2010 and 26% indicated that it stayed the same. No
county reported a decrease in collaboration. In 2010, 35% of counties said they had an
educational liaison between courts and schools. In 2017, 66% of respondents
indicated having a liaison. In addition, 50% of respondents indicated having a full day
meeting, community forum or mini summit in the past seven years, including multisystem
stakeholders on truancy and or educational success.

Workgroup Recommendations, Resources and Products — ESTP Workgroup
members wanted to know how helpful Workgroup recommendations, resources and
products were to counties in their work on the subject. Thirty-one counties (86%) indicated
they were aware of the Workgroup and 87% said they were aware of Workgroup
recommendations. Of those who were aware of the recommendations 100% of
respondents said they found the Workgroup recommendations helpful in their
work. The chart below shows the five most helpful Workgroup products.

TOP 5 MOST HELPFUL WORKGROUP PRODUCTS TO LOCAL ROUNDTABLES

\0 2010 Five Core Workgroup Recommendations from Truancy: A Call to Action
\e 2014 Educational Success Revisions to the PA Dependency Benchbook
‘e Enhancements to the PA School Attendance & Truancy Reduction Toolkit
0, Enhancements to the Attendance Improvement Plan

J
e ESTP Workgroup presentations
74

Legislation — In November of 2016, Act 138 of 2016 was signed into PA law. While the
legislation doesn’t take effect until the 2017-2018 school year, ESTP Workgroup members
wanted to get a sense from Local Children’s Roundtables if they believed the new
legislation will help to more effectively address truancy and its root causes. Ninety-seven
percent of respondents were aware of the new truancy legislation and of those who were
aware 84% indicated that they believed the new legislation will help in addressing
truancy.

Educational Success for Foster Youth - The ESTP
Workgroup asked participants to provide information
comparing past efforts to current efforts on 849% SAID MORE FOSTER
educational success and school stability foster youth.
Respondents indicated overwhelmingly (97%)
that their efforts have improved regarding HoMmE ScHooL Nnow
educational success. In addition, 84% of COMPARED T0 2014
respondents said in the past three years they have
seen a greater number of foster youth remain in their
home school district upon placement.

YOUTH REMAIN IN THEIR

10
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Minor Judiciary Education Board Truancy Curriculum Enhancements

In 2012/2013, Workgroup members collaborated with the Minor Judiciary Education Board to
enhance the truancy curriculum offered to magisterial district judges. The revised curriculum
includes many of the concepts and training topics identified by Workgroup members. The Minor
Judiciary Education Board shared the latest participant evaluation results for the redesigned
course. Participants ranked the course in three areas: (1) content (2) effectiveness and (3) time.
Content and Effectiveness are measured on a scale from 1-5. Time is measured on a scale from
1-3.

Year Number of MDJs | Average Content Average Average
Trained Rating Effectiveness Time Rating
Rating
2013-2014 619 1.8 1.7 2
2014-2015 605 1.9 1.8 2.2

* Content and effectiveness: 1=excellent; 2=Very Good; 3=Good; 4= Fair; 5= Poor
** | ength of Time: 1=More Time; 2=Time is Satisfactory; 3= Less Time

Child Welfare Resource Center’s 202: Truancy Prevention and Intervention Curriculum
Enhancements

The ESTP Workgroup provided guidance and direction in the revisions to the Child Welfare
Resource Center's 202: Truancy Prevention and Intervention course for child welfare
professionals.  The revised curriculum targets enhancing child welfare professionals’
understanding of truancy, its root causes and tools to work collaboratively in the prevention and
intervention of truancy. The training was made available to participants in 2015. The chart below
shows the most recent average evaluation scores from the past 18 courses offered to 107
participants from April 2016 through April 2017.

Evaluation Statement Percent that Agreed with the Statement

Understood concepts presented 88%
Sufficiently challenged by concepts 60%
Found the course material helpful 71%
Will be able to use what was learned 7%
Feel more confident in skills 75%

11
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A Final Word from the Educational Success and Truancy Prevention Workgroup

At this time, the Educational Success and Truancy Prevention Workgroup is requesting to end
their work. Workgroup members believe they have fulfilled their charges set forth by the PA State
Roundtable in 2009 and 2011 concerning truancy prevention and ensuring educational stability
and success for foster youth. The Workgroup has determined through information shared by
Leadership and Local Children’s Roundtables that Workgroup recommendations, resources and
products have better equipped counties to more effectively combat truancy and to better address
educational needs of foster youth. During the course of the Workgroup’s time together, members
were able to build sustaining partnerships, learn from one another, share resources and ideas
and collaborate to create recommendations and products that have helped counties achieve great
successes for the youth they serve. Recognizing more work may still remain on the local level,
Workgroup members have graciously agreed to continue to support counties in the future on
implementation of Workgroup recommendations upon request. The ESTP Workgroup would like
to sincerely thank dependency judges, children and youth administrators, education professionals
and community members for answering the Workgroup’s Call to Action and collaborating to
improve educational experiences and outcomes for Pennsylvania foster youth. The Workgroup
would also like to thank the Administrative Office of PA Courts, PA Department of Human
Services, PA Department of Education, dependency judges, magisterial district judges, and child
welfare and education professionals for their partnership, dedication and commitment to this work.

-2017 Survey Comment

12
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FINAL RECOMMENDATIONS

The Pennsylvania State Roundtable’s Educational Success and Truancy Prevention Workgroup
respectfully submits the following recommendations:

1. Continue through the Office of Children and Families in the Courts to work with stakeholders
to collect, analyze and disseminate education data on Pennsylvania’s foster youth;

2. Continue through the Office of Children and Families in the Courts with other stakeholders to
plan the Education Summit;

3. Continue to utilize Workgroup members upon request, to act as Ambassadors in assisting Local
Children’s Roundtables and other stakeholders with the implementation of Workgroup
recommendations as needed;

4. Conclude the PA Educational Success and Truancy Prevention Workgroup at this time and
permit the Workgroup to reconvene if needed.
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PUBLIC SCHOOL CODE OF 1949 - OMNIBUS AMENDMENTS
Act of Nov. 3, 2016, P.L. 1061, No. 138 Cl. 24

Session of 2016
No. 2016-138

HB 1907
AN ACT

Amending the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), entitled
"An act relating to the public school system, including
certain provisions applicable as well to private and
parochial schools; amending, revising, consolidating and
changing the laws relating thereto,'™ in pupils and
attendance, providing for purpose, further providing for
definitions, providing for attendance policy at charter,
regional charter and cyber charter schools, further providing
for excuses from attending school and for penalties for
violation of compulsory attendance requirements, providing
for procedure by school when child habitually truant, for
procedure upon filing of citation, for penalties for
violating compulsory school attendance requirements and for
study of truancy procedure and repealing provisions relating
to suspension of operating privilege; In charter schools,
further providing for provisions applicable to charter
schools and for applicability of other provisions of this act
and of other acts and regulations; and, i1n disruptive student
programs, further providing for definitions.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
hereby enacts as follows:

Section 1. The act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), known
as the Public School Code of 1949, is amended by adding a
section after Article X111, subdivision (b) heading to read:

Section 1325. Purpose.--The purpose of this subdivision is
to 1mprove school attendance and deter truancy through a
comprehensive approach to consistently identify and address
attendance issues as early as possible with credible
intervention techniques in order to:

(1) Preserve the unity of the family whenever possible as
the underlying issues of truancy are addressed.

(2) Avoid the loss of housing, the possible entry of a child
to foster care and other unintended consequences of disruption
of an iIntact family unit.
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(3) Confine a person in parental relation to a child who is
habitually truant only as a last resort and for a minimum amount
of time.

Section 2. Section 1326 of the act i1s amended to read:

Section 1326. Definitions.--[The term "compulsory school
age,' as hereinafter used, shall mean the period of a child"s
life from the time the child"s parents elect to have the child
enter school, which shall be not later than at the age of eight
(8) years, until the age of seventeen (17) years. The term shall
not include any child who holds a certificate of graduation from
a regularly accredited senior high school.

The term "migratory child,” wherever used In this subdivision
of this article, shall include any child domiciled temporarily
in any school district for the purpose of seasonal employment,
but not acquiring residence therein, and any child accompanying
his parent or guardian who Is so domiciled.] When used in this
article, the following words and phrases shall have the
following meanings:

"Citation”™ shall mean a nontraffic citation or private
criminal complaint.

"Compulsory school age™ shall mean the period of a child"s
life from the time the child"s parents elect to have the child
enter school and which shall be no later than eight (8) years of
age until the child reaches seventeen (17) years of age. The
term does not include a child who holds a certificate of
graduation from a regularly accredited, licensed, registered or
approved high school.

"Conviction™ shall mean a conviction under section 1333.2 for
violation of the requirement for compulsory school attendance.

"Court"” shall mean a magisterial district court, the
Philadelphia Municipal Court or a court of common pleas.

"Department™ shall mean the Department of Education of the
Commonwealth.

"Educational entity"” shall mean a public school district,
nonpublic school or area vocational-technical school.

"Excused absence' shall mean an absence from school which is
permitted under section 1329.

"Governing body' shall mean the board of school directors of
a school district or any other governing entity of a school.

"Habitually truant”™ shall mean six (6) or more school days of
unexcused absences during the current school year by a child
subject to compulsory school attendance under this article.

"Judge' shall mean a magisterial district judge, a municipal
court judge or a judge of a court of common pleas.

"Juvenile act™ shall mean the provisions of 42 Pa.C.S. Ch. 63
(relating to juvenile matters).
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"Migratory child” shall mean a child domiciled temporarily in
a school district for the purpose of seasonal employment, but
not acquiring residence therein, and a child accompanying his or
her person in parental relation who is so domiciled.

"Offense" shall mean each citation filed under section 1333.1
for a violation of the requirement for compulsory school
attendance under this article regardless of the number of
unexcused absences alleged in the citation.

"Person in parental relation” shall mean a:

(1) Custodial biological or adoptive parent.

(2) Noncustodial biological or adoptive parent.

(3) Guardian of the person of a child.

(4) Person with whom a child lives and who is acting In a
parental role of a child.

This definition shall not include any county agency or person
acting as an agent of the county agency in the jurisdiction of a
dependent child defined under 42 Pa.C.S. 8§ 6302 (relating to
definitions). This definition shall not expand the right of a
child under any other section of this act.

"School™ shall mean the educational entity in which the child
is enrolled.

"School attendance improvement conference'™ shall mean a
conference where the child"s absences and reasons for the
absences are examined in an effort to improve attendance, with
or without additional services. The following individuals shall
be invited to the conference:

(1) The child.

(2) The child"s person i1n parental relation.

(3) Other individuals identified by the person iIn parental
relation who may be a resource.

(4) Appropriate school personnel.

(5) Recommended service providers.

"School day"™ shall mean the length of time that a child
subject to compulsory school attendance is expected to be
receiving instruction during a calendar day, as determined by
the governing body.

"School year™ shall have the same meaning as *school term™ as
defined In section 102, as applicable to a school district, and
as further defined iIn section 1327(b) for a day school which 1is
operated by a bona fide church or other religious body, section
1327.1(c) for a day school or boarding school accredited by an
accrediting association which 1s approved by the State Board of
Education, section 1327.1(d) for a home education program,
sections 1501 and 1504 for a public school or a school district,
section 1715-A(9) for a charter school, section 1749-A(a)(1) for
a cyber charter school and section 1718-A(c) for a regional
charter school.
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"School-based or community-based attendance improvement
program”™ shall mean a program designed to improve school
attendance by seeking to identify and address the underlying
reasons for a child"s absences. The term may include an
educational assignment in an alternative education program,
provided the program does not include a program for disruptive
youth established pursuant to Article XIX-C.

"Truant”™ shall mean having incurred three (3) or more school
days of unexcused absences during the current school year by a
child subject to compulsory school attendance under this
article.

"Unexcused absence™ shall mean an absence from school which
IS not permitted by the provisions of section 1329 and for which
an approved explanation has not been submitted within the time
period and in the manner prescribed by the governing body. An
out-of-school suspension may not be considered an unexcused
absence.

Section 3. The act i1Is amended by adding a section to read:

Section 1327.2. Attendance Policy at Charter, Regional
Charter and Cyber Charter Schools.--(a) Each charter, regional
charter and cyber charter school shall establish an attendance
policy designed to accurately determine when a child who is
enrolled in a charter, regional charter or cyber charter school
has an unexcused absence, which may differ from the policy of
the school district in which the child resides. The policy must
conform to the provisions of this act relating to compulsory
attendance.

(b) Notwithstanding section 1333.2(a), i1n the case of a
child enrolled in a cyber charter school the venue for the
filing of a citation under section 1333.1 shall be based upon
the residence of the child. A cyber charter school may
participate in a proceeding under sections 1333.1, 1333.2 and
1333.3 1n person, by telephone conferencing, by video
conferencing or by any other electronic means.

(c) Charter, regional charter and cyber charter schools
shall report unexcused absences directly to the department
annually through the Pennsylvania Information Management System
(PIMS).

Section 4. Section 1329 of the act is amended by adding
subsections to read:

Section 1329. Excuses from Attending School.--* * *

(c) |If a student i1s dismissed from school during school
hours for health-related reasons by a certified school nurse,
registered nurse, licensed practical nurse or a school
administrator or designee employed by the school district, the
student®s absence from school shall be deemed excused.
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(d) Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, a
student shall be excused during school hours for the purpose of
obtaining professional health care or therapy service rendered
by a licensed practitioner of the healing arts in any state,
commonwealth or territory.

(e) The Department of Education shall provide guidance,
resources and strategies for families, schools and students
related to students with chronic health conditions which shall
be posted on the department®s publicly accessible Internet
website.

Section 5. Section 1333 of the act, amended November 17,
1995 (1st Sp.Sess. P.L.1110, No-29), i1s amended to read:

Section 1333. [Penalties for Violation of Compulsory
Attendance Requirements.--(a) (1) Every parent, guardian, or
person In parental relation, having control or charge of any
child or children of compulsory school age, who shall fail to
comply with the provisions of this act regarding compulsory
attendance, shall on summary conviction thereof, be sentenced to
pay a fine, for the benefit of the school district in which such
offending person resides, not exceeding three hundred dollars
($300) and to pay court costs or be sentenced to complete a
parenting education program offered and operated by a local
school district, medical institution or other community
resources, and, in default of the payment of such fine and costs
or completion of the parenting program by the person so
offending, shall be sentenced to the county jail for a period
not exceeding five (5) days. Any person sentenced to pay any
such fine may appeal to the court of common pleas of the proper
county, upon entering into a recognizance, with one or more
proper sureties, in double the amount of penalty and costs.
Before any proceedings are instituted against any parent,
guardian, or person iIn parental relation, for failure to comply
with the provisions of this act, the district superintendent,
attendance officer, or secretary of the board of school
directors, shall give the offending person three (3) days”
written notice of such violation. If, after such notice has been
given, the provisions of this act regarding compulsory
attendance are again violated by the persons so notified, at any
time during the term of compulsory attendance, such person, SO
again offending, shall be liable under the provisions of this
section without further notice.

(2) The child and every parent, guardian or person in
parental relation must appear at a hearing established by the
district justice. If the parent, guardian or person iIn parental
relation charged with a summary offense under this subsection
shows that he or she took every reasonable step to insure



21

attendance of the child at school, he or she shall not be
convicted of the summary offense.

(3) Upon a summary conviction, the district justice may
suspend, 1n whole or iIn part, a sentence In which a parent,
guardian or person iIn parental relation is summoned to pay as
required under this section: Provided, That the child no longer
i1s habitually truant from school without justification.

(4) In lieu of or in addition to any other sentence imposed
under this section, the district justice may order the parent,
guardian or person in parental relation to perform community
service In the school district in which the offending child
resides for a period not to exceed six (6) months.

(b) (1) If the parent, guardian or person in parental
relation is not convicted of a summary offense because he or she
took every reasonable step to insure attendance of the child at
school, a child of compulsory school age who has attained the
age of thirteen (13) years and fails to comply with the
provisions of this act regarding compulsory attendance or who is
habitually truant from school without justification commits a
summary offense and except as provided in clause (4) shall, upon
conviction, be sentenced to pay a fine not exceeding three
hundred dollars ($300) for each offense for the benefit of the
school district in which such offending child resides or shall
be assigned to an adjudication alternative program pursuant to
42 Pa.C.S. 8 1520 (relating to adjudication alternative
program).

(2) For any child who has attained the age of thirteen (13)
years who fails to pay the fine under clause (1) or to comply
with the adjudication alternative program, the district justice
may allege the child to be dependent under 42 Pa.C.S. §

6303(a) (1) (relating to scope of chapter). The failure by the
child to pay a fine or comply with the adjudication alternative
program shall not constitute a delinquent act under 42 Pa.C.S.
Ch. 63 (relating to juvenile matters).

(3) Upon a summary conviction or assignment to an
adjudication alternative program, the district justice may
suspend, 1n whole or In part, a sentence or an adjudication
alternative program in which a child who has attained the age of
thirteen (13) years must pay or comply with the adjudication
alternative program: Provided, That the child no longer is
habitually truant from school without justification.

(4) Any child who has not attained the age of thirteen (13)
years who fails to comply with the compulsory attendance
provisions of this act and is habitually truant shall be
referred by the school district for services or possible
disposition as a dependent child as defined under 42 Pa.C.S. 8
6302 (relating to definitions). Any child who has attained the
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age of thirteen (13) years who fails to comply with the
compulsory attendance provisions of this act and is habitually
truant may, in lieu of a prosecution under clause (1), be
referred by the school district for services or possible
disposition as a dependent child as defined under 42 Pa.C.S. §
6302.

(5) The following words, when used iIn this subsection, shall
have the following meaning, except where the context clearly
indicates or requires a different meaning:

"Community resources’”™ shall mean those agencies and services
for children and youth provided by the juvenile court, the
county, the Department of Health, the Department of Public
Welfare and other public or private institutions.

"District justice'™ shall mean such court as the court of
common pleas shall direct in counties not having district
justices.

"Habitually truant™ shall mean absence for more than three
(3) school days or their equivalent following the first notice
of truancy given under section 1354. A person may be habitually
truant after such notice.

"Offense" shall mean each citation which goes before a
district justice or court of common pleas.

"Person in parental relation'” shall not include any county
agency or person acting as an agent of the county agency in the
jurisdiction of a dependent child defined under 42 Pa.C.S. 8
6302 (relating to definitions).

(c) If a child is convicted for a violation of this section,
the court, including a court not of record, shall send to the
Department of Transportation a certified record of the
conviction or other disposition on a form prescribed by the
department.

(d) Nothing in this section shall be construed to apply to a
parent, guardian or person in parental relation whose child or
children are in a home education program under section 1327.1.]
Procedure When Child is Truant.--(a) When a child is truant,
the school shall notify in writing the person in parental
relation with the child who resides in the same household as the
child of the child"s violation of compulsory school attendance
within ten (10) school days of the child"s third unexcused
absence. The notice:

(1) shall include a description of the consequences that
will follow 1if the child becomes habitually truant;

(2) shall be in the mode and language of communication
preferred by the person in parental relation;

(3) may include the offer of a school attendance improvement
conference; or
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(4) when transmitted to a person who is not the biological
or adoptive parent, shall also be provided to the child"s
biological or adoptive parent if the parent"s mailing address is
on file with the school and the parent is not precluded from
receiving the information by court order.

(b) If the child continues to incur unexcused absences after
the school has issued the notice under subsection (a), the
school shall then offer by advance written notice a school
attendance improvement conference to the child and the person in
parental relation, unless a conference was previously held
following the notice provided under subsection (a). The
following shall apply:

(1) This subsection does not place a legal requirement upon
the child or person in parental relation to attend the
conference. The conference shall occur even if the person in
parental relation declines to participate or fails to attend the
scheduled conference after advance written notice and attempts
to communicate via telephone.

(2) The outcome of the conference shall be documented iIn a
written school attendance improvement plan. The department shall
develop a form to be used for this purpose, and each school
shall use a form substantially similar to the form developed by
the department.

(3) Further legal action may not be taken by the school to
address unexcused absences by the child until after the date for
the scheduled school attendance improvement conference has
passed.

(c) Schools shall not expel or Impose out-of-school
suspension, disciplinary reassignment or transfer for truant
behavior.

(d) Nothing in this section shall be construed to apply to a
parent, guardian or person in parental relation whose child or
children are in a home education program under section 1327.1.

Section 6. The act i1Is amended by adding sections to read:

Section 1333.1. Procedure By School When Child Habitually
Truant.--(a) When a child is habitually truant and under
fifteen (15) years of age at the time of referral, the school:

(1) Shall refer the child to either of the following:

(1) A school-based or community-based attendance Improvement
program.

(i1) The county children and youth agency for services or
for possible disposition as a dependent child under the
provisions of 42 Pa.C.S. Ch. 63 (relating to juvenile matters).

(2) May fTile a citation in the office of the appropriate
judge against the person in parental relation who resides in the
same household as the child.
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(b) When a child is habitually truant and fifteen (15) years
of age or older at the time of referral, the school shall
either:

(1) Refer the child to a school-based or community-based
attendance improvement program or service.

(2) File a citation in the office of the appropriate judge
against the child or the person iIn parental relation who resides
in the same household as the child.

(c) If a child who is fifteen (15) years of age or older
continues to incur additional unexcused absences after being
referred to a school-based or community-based attendance
improvement program or refuses to participate in a school-based
or community-based attendance improvement program as recommended
through the school attendance improvement conference, the school
may refer the child to the county children and youth agency for
possible disposition as a dependent child under the provisions
of 42 Pa.C.S. Ch. 63.

(d) When referring a habitually truant child to the county
children and youth agency or filing a citation with the court
because a child has been habitually truant, the school shall
provide verification that a school attendance improvement
conference was held.

(e) Nothing in this section shall be construed to apply to a
parent, guardian or person in parental relation whose child or
children are 1n a home education program under section 1327.1.

Section 1333.2. Procedure Upon Filing of Citation.--(a) The
venue for the filing of a citation under section 1333.1 shall be
based on the location of the school in which the child is
enrolled or shall be enrolled except where section 1327.2(b)
applies.

(b) When a citation is filed against a child or a person in
parental relation who resides in the same household as the child
under the provisions of section 1333.1, the judge shall provide
the following notices:

(1) Written notice of the hearing with respect to the
citation to the school, the person i1n parental relation, the
child and the county children and youth agency.

(2) Notice to the child or person iIn parental relation who
resides iIn the same household as the child of the availability
of a preconviction diversionary program authorized under 42
Pa.C.S. 8 1520 (relating to adjudication alternative program).

(c) At the hearing with respect to the citation, the burden
is on the school to prove beyond a reasonable doubt that, while
subject to compulsory school attendance, the child was
habitually and without justification truant from school.

(d) 1t shall be an affirmative defense to a citation filed
under this subdivision of this article against a person iIn
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parental relation to the child who resides in the same household
as the child 1f the person in parental relation to the child who
resides in the same household as the child took every reasonable
step to ensure attendance of the child at school.

(e) An affirmative defense under subsection (d) must be
proven by a preponderance of the evidence.

(f) The court shall determine whether the evidence has
established that a child or person in parental relation has
violated the compulsory school attendance requirements of this
article and shall enter that verdict on the record.

(g) The school shall, to the extent possible, inform the
court of any prior conviction of the child or person in parental
relation who resides in the same household as the child for a
violation of the compulsory school attendance requirement of
this article.

(h) Before entering a sentence the judge shall permit the
school, person in parental relation or child to present relevant
information that will assist the judge in making an informed
decision regarding the appropriate sentence. The child®"s school
attendance after the citation has been filed and while the
proceeding is pending may be considered for the purpose of
Imposing a sentence.

Section 1333.3. Penalties for Violating Compulsory School
Attendance Requirements.--(a) A person convicted of an offense
under this article may be:

(1) sentenced to pay a fine for the benefit of the school
that 1s responsible for the truancy proceedings in an amount not
exceeding three hundred dollars ($300) together with court costs
except that, in the case of a second offense, the maximum fine
for a person i1n parental relation may be a higher amount within
their ability to pay not exceeding five hundred dollars ($500)
together with court costs and, in the case of a third or
subsequent offense, the maximum fine for a person In parental
relation may be a higher amount within their ability to pay not
exceeding seven hundred and fifty dollars ($750) together with
court costs;

(2) sentenced to perform community service; or

(3) required to complete an appropriate course or program
designed to improve school attendance which has been approved by
the president judge of the judicial district.

(b) The court may suspend the sentence of a person convicted
of an offense and may remit or waive fines and costs if the
child attends school iIn accordance with a plan devised by the
court.

(c) A person convicted of an offense under this article
shall have a right to appeal de novo to a court of common pleas
of the proper county within thirty (30) days of the conviction.

10
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After thirty (30) days, the appeal shall proceed similar to
other appeals of summary convictions.

(d) No citation may be filed against a child or a person in
parental relation with the child who resides in the same
household as the child for a subsequent violation of compulsory
school attendance if any of the following circumstances apply:

(1) A proceeding is already pending under sections 1333.1
and 1333.2 against the child or a person iIn parental relation
with the child who resides iIn the same household as the child
and judgment in the first proceeding has not yet been entered,
unless a warrant has been issued for failure of the child or
person in parental relation to appear before the court and the
warrant has not yet been served.

(2) A referral for services has been made to the county
children and youth agency under this subdivision and the agency
has not closed the case.

(3) A petition has been filed alleging the child is
dependent due to being habitually truant under 42 Pa.C.S. Ch. 63
(relating to juvenile matters) and the case remains under the
jurisdiction of the juvenile court.

(e) Upon a second or subsequent conviction of a child or a
person in parental relation with the child who resides iIn the
same household as the child for a violation of the requirements
of compulsory school attendance iIn a court within this
Commonwealth within a three-year period, the court shall refer
the child for services or possible disposition as a dependent
child under 42 Pa.C.S. Ch. 63.

() Upon failure of a person to satisfy the penalty Imposed
by the court under subsection (a), the person in parental
relation may be found in contempt of court and, upon conviction,
may be sentenced to the county jail for a period not to exceed
three (3) days iIn any one case. The court shall make such a
determination based on specific finding that the person in
parental relation had reasonable ability to comply with the
penalty imposed and that noncompliance was willful. The
following shall apply:

(1) In the case of a child, the failure to satisfy a fine or
costs i1mposed under this section shall not be considered a
delinquent act.

(2) The president judge of a judicial district may adopt a
local policy under 42 Pa.C.S. 8 6304 (relating to powers and
duties of probation officers) and the Pennsylvania Rules of
Juvenile Court Procedure to provide that a juvenile probation
officer may receive allegations that the child who fails to
satisfy a fine or costs imposed under this section is dependent
for the purpose of considering the commencement of proceedings
under 42 Pa.C.S. Ch. 63.

11



27

() (@) If a child is convicted of a violation of the
compulsory school attendance requirements of this article, the
court may send the Department of Transportation a certified
record of the conviction on a form prescribed by the department
only 1f the child fails to comply with a lawful sentence entered
for the violation and is not subject to an exception to
compulsory attendance under section 1330.

(2) The Department of Transportation shall suspend for
ninety (90) days the operating privilege of a child upon
receiving a certified record that the child was convicted of a
summary offense under the compulsory school attendance
requirements of this article. ITf the Department of
Transportation receives a certified record of a second or
subsequent conviction of a child pursuant to this section, the
department shall suspend the child®s operating privilege for six
(6) months.

(3) A child whose record i1s received by the Department of
Transportation under this section and who does not have a
driver®s license shall be i1neligible to apply for a driver~s
license under 75 Pa.C.S. 88 1505 (relating to learners® permits)
and 1507 (relating to application for driver®s license or
learner®s permit by minor) for the time period specified in
paragraph (2). 1T the child is under sixteen (16) years of age
when convicted, suspension of operating privileges shall
commence in accordance with 75 Pa.C.S. 8 1541 (relating to
period of disqualification, revocation or suspension of
operating privilege) for the time specified iIn paragraph (2).

(4) A child whose driving privileges have been suspended or
whose eligibility for a permit or license is delayed under this
section may have that license or eligibility restored by
providing the Department of Transportation with a form developed
by the Department of Transportation containing the following
information in the form of a certified record from the child"s
school that the child:

(i) has attended school for a period of at least two (2)
months after the first conviction or four (4) months after the
second conviction without an unexcused absence or unexcused
tardy;

(i1) 1s subject to an exception to compulsory attendance
under section 1330; or

(i11) graduates, withdraws from school pursuant to
compulsory attendance requirements under section 1327, receives
a general education diploma or enlists in the military.

(5) An iInsurer may not iIncrease premiums, impose a surcharge
or rate penalty, make a driver record point assignment for
automobile insurance or cancel or refuse to renew an automobile
insurance policy on account of a suspension under this section.

12
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(6) Nothing in this section shall prohibit a child who is
convicted of a violation of the compulsory school attendance
requirements of this article from being eligible for an
occupational limited license under 75 Pa.C.S. 8 1553 (relating
to occupational limited license).

(h) (1) Upon application from a child who has a conviction
of a summary offense under section 1333.2, the court shall grant
an expungement of the conviction from the child"s record i1f all
of the following apply:

(i) The child has earned a high school diploma, a
Commonwealth secondary school diploma or another Department of
Education-approved equivalent or is subject to an exception to
compullsory attendance under section 1330.

(i1) The child has satisfied any sentence imposed by the
court with respect to the conviction, including payment of fines
and costs.

(2) If the court grants an expungement under paragraph (1),
the court shall order the Department of Transportation to
expunge all administrative records related to the convictions.

(i) Nothing in this section shall be construed to apply to a
parent, guardian or person in parental relation whose child or
children are 1n a home education program under section 1327.1.

(i1) (Reserved)

Section 1333.4. Study of Truancy Procedure.--(a) Five (5)
years after commencement of the first school year to which
section 1333 applies, the Joint State Government Commission
shall undertake a study of the procedures for how a school
handles children who are truant and habitually truant and
evaluate the effectiveness of the procedures in improving school
attendance and whether the procedures should be revised,
including to require court involvement sooner in certain truancy
cases.

(b) The Joint State Government Commission shall establish an
advisory committee that may include representatives of the
Department of Education, educational entities and organizations,
the judiciary, district attorneys, law enforcement, public
organizations involved in truancy issues, representatives of
county children and youth agencies and juvenile justice agencies
and other organizations selected by the Joint State Government
Commission to consult with the Joint State Government Commission
in conducting the study.

(c) The Joint State Government Commission shall hold
informational meetings to receive testimony from professionals
or organizations with expertise in truancy and truancy
prevention.

(d) The Joint State Government Commission shall issue a
report of its findings and recommendations to the Education

13
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Committee of the Senate and the Education Committee of the House
of Representatives not later than twelve (12) months after
undertaking the study.

Section 7. Section 1338.1 of the act is repealed:

[Section 1338.1. Suspension of Operating Privilege.--

(a) The Department of Transportation shall suspend for 90 days
the operating privilege of any child upon receiving a certified
record that the child was convicted of violating section 1333.
IT the department receives a second or subsequent conviction for
a child"s violation of section 1333, the department shall
suspend the child"s operating privilege for six months.

(b) Any child whose record is received by the department
under section 1333(c) and who does not have a driver®s license
shall be ineligible to apply for a driver"s license under 75
Pa.C.S. 88 1505 (relating to learners®™ permits) and 1507
(relating to application for driver®"s license or learner”s
permit by minor) for the time periods specified in subsection
(a). ITf the child 1s under sixteen (16) years of age when
convicted, suspension of operating privileges shall commence in
accordance with 75 Pa.C.S. 8 1541 (relating to period of
revocation or suspension of operating privilege) for the time
specified in subsection (a).

(c) An iInsurer may not Increase premiums, Impose any
surcharge or rate penalty or make any driver record point
assignment for automobile insurance, nor shall an insurer cancel
or refuse to renew an automobile insurance policy on account of
a suspension under this section.]

Section 8. Sections 1732-A(a) and 1749-A(a)(1) of the act,
amended or added June 29, 2002 (P.L.524, No.88), are amended to
read:

Section 1732-A. Provisions Applicable to Charter Schools.--
(a) Charter schools shall be subject to the following:

Sections 108, 110, 111, 321, 325, 326, 327, 431, 436, 443,
510, 518, 527, 708, 736, 737, 738, 739, 740, 741, 752, 753, 755,
771, 776, 777, 808, 809, 810, 1109, 1111, 1112(a), 1301, 1310,
1317, 1317.1, 1317.2, 1318, 1326, 1327, 1327.2, 1329, 1330,
1332, 1333, 1333.1, 1333.2, 1333.3, 1303-A, 1513, 1517, 1518,
1521, 1523, 1531, 1547, 2014-A, Article XII11-A and Article XIV.

Act of July 17, 1961 (P.L.776, No.341), known as the
"Pennsylvania Fair Educational Opportunities Act.”

Act of July 19, 1965 (P.L.215, No.116), entitled "An act
providing for the use of eye protective devices by persons
engaged In hazardous activities or exposed to known dangers in
schools, colleges and universities."”

Section 4 of the act of January 25, 1966 (1965 P.L.1546,
No.541), entitled "An act providing scholarships and providing
funds to secure Federal funds for qualified students of the
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Commonwealth of Pennsylvania who need financial assistance to
attend postsecondary institutions of higher learning, making an
appropriation, and providing for the administration of this
act."

Act of July 12, 1972 (P.L.765, No.181), entitled "An act
relating to drugs and alcohol and their abuse, providing for
projects and programs and grants to educational agencies, other
public or private agencies, institutions or organizations."

Act of December 15, 1986 (P.L.1595, No.175), known as the
"Antihazing Law."

* * *

Section 1749-A. Applicability of other provisions of this act
and of other acts and regulations.

(a) General requirements.--Cyber charter schools shall be
subject to the following:

(1) Sections 108, 110, 111, 321, 325, 326, 327, 431,

436, 443, 510, 518, 527, 708, 752, 753, 755, 771, 776, 777,

808, 809, 810, 1109, 1111, 1112(a), 1205.1, 1205.2, 1301,

1302, 1310, 1317.2, 1318, 1326, 1327, 1327.2, 1329, 1330,

1332, 1333, 1333.1, 1333.2, 1333.3, 1303-A, 1518, 1521, 1523,

1531, 1547, 1702-A, 1703-A, 1714-A, 1715-A, 1716-A, 1719-A,

1721-A, 1722-A, 1723-A(a) and (b), 1724-A, 1725-A, 1727-A,

1729-A, 1730-A, 1731-A(a)(1l) and (b) and 2014-A and Articles

XI1-A, XI1I-A and XIV.

* * *

Section 9. Section 1901-C(5) of the act, added June 25, 1997
(P.L.297, No.30), is amended to read:

Section 1901-C. Definitions.--For purposes of this article,
the following terms shall have the following meanings:

* * *

(5) "Disruptive student.” A student who poses a clear
threat to the safety and welfare of other students or the school
staff, who creates an unsafe school environment or whose
behavior materially interferes with the learning of other
students or disrupts the overall educational process. The
disruptive student exhibits to a marked degree any or all of the
following conditions:

(i) Disregard for school authority, including persistent
violation of school policy and rules.

(i1) Display or use of controlled substances on school
property or during school-affiliated activities.

(iiti1) Violent or threatening behavior on school property or
during school-affiliated activities.

(iv) Possession of a weapon on school property, as defined
under 18 Pa.C.S. 8 912 (relating to possession of weapon on
school property).
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(v) Commission of a criminal act on school property or
during school-affiliated activities.

(vi) Misconduct that would merit suspension or expulsion
under school policy.

[(vii) Habitual truancy.]

No student who is eligible for special education services
pursuant to the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act
(Public Law 91-230, 20 U.S.C. 8§ 1400 et seq.) shall be deemed a
disruptive student for the purposes of this act, except as
provided for in 22 Pa. Code § 14.35 (relating to discipline).

* * *

Section 10. This act shall apply to the 2017-2018 school
year and each school year thereafter.

Section 11. This act shall take effect immediately.

APPROVED--The 3rd day of November, A.D. 2016.

TOM WOLF
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